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KAYPROILTHE LAST 
COMPUTER DECISION YOU’LL 
HAVE TO MAKE. 


1DWEST "KAYPRO" COMPUTERS 

10-45 East Grand River Avenue 
East. Lansing MI 4GB23 
517 - 332 - 1315 . „ *++++■•-... 10-6 Mon to Sat 


We know that buying a business computer can 
be tough. An exhausting exercise in decision-making. 

You can decide on a basic‘starter system . Then 
decide what optional hardware and optional soft¬ 
ware will make it fully func¬ 
tional. Then decide if 
you can afford 
all the optional 
extras. 

Or, you can 
make it easy on 
yourself and 
make orte deci- 
^ sion. Kay pro II. 

A Kaypro II 
comes oft our 
shelf complete, for 
about the same price as most 'starter systems! $1595. 

Complete with all the hardware you need. 
Complete with all the business applications soft¬ 
ware you need. And with capabilities so complete, 
you won’t exhaust them for years to come. 

As an authorized Kaypro dealer, let us show 
you how to make one computer decision work 
completely for you. Come in today for a complete 
Kaypro 11 demonstration. 

The Compliiii tkiaiK^O™putcr. 
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What do.. . BASIC APL C FORTH 
IBM APPLE COMMODORE TI SUPERCALC 
ATARI TRS-80 TIMEX PASCAL d-BASEII 
VISICALC LOGO UNIX PC-DOS CP/M 

Wordstar have in common? 




We have the books to help you get 
the most out of what you've got. 


210 rtiac auanuci east Laaslrxs, mscb. Jssaj jp-oegs 




Ajple LUG (Lansing Users Group) 

Contact; 404 Bdjk Tree Lane *1C(, East Lansing, M! 

COJG (Color Computer Users Group) 

Meets: East Linking Public Library, 950 Abbott, £.. 

CHAOS (Cap-ito3 Nil 1 Mari toners Society) (MC2) 

Meets: Tli:ird Saturday 9:30 AH 

Foster Cmnunity Center, 290 M Foster, Ljr.s. -: 
Contact: Ike Hudson 351-3092 

CHAOS Assembler S1G (MC2) 

Meets: 3rd Thursday 

Contact: Wendell Prourffcot 371-3470 


‘"'ti CP/H S1G (MC2? 

Meets: Last Thursday, 7:30 PM 

Foster Community Center, ?DD N, Foster, Lansing 
Contact: Greg Martin 404-5050 

-3C* MesiVJeni tb SIG CMC2> 

*eets: 2nd Tuesday, 7:3(1 an 

Library of Michigan, 735 East Michigan, Lansing 
Contact: Bill Goodwin 319-9457 

"36 Osborne SiG <NC2) 

Meets: 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 pm 

East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbott, E,L, 
Contact: Jin Pease 332-0714 


CHAOS BASIC SIG (HC2) 

Meets: 1st and 3rd Thursdays 7:63 PH 

Foster Connninity Center, 290 ft Foster, Lansirj 

CMTUG (Central Michigan TRS-tfl Users Group) (KC2) 

Meets: First Sunday, 1 PH 

Library of Michigan, 735 East Michigan, Lansing 
Contact: Sky Tribell 349-1357 

H3G (Nrd~Muhig«u Microcomputer Group? (KC2) 

Meets: Third Thursday (usually), 7:30 W 

East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbott, E.L. 
C;:,l*er: Joe Werner 337-7415 

Execution Meetings: 

First Thursday, 7:3Q Ptf 

Beggar's Banquet, 210 Abbott, East Lansing 


*1 Jsers Group 

Meets: 2nd Tuesday 

Naval-Marine Corps Reserve Center 
1420 E. Saginaw, Lansing 

Contact: Steve Bennett, 377-1424 (days), 59J-1439 teuesi 

L.F.C.D, (Unknown Personal Computer Organ Nation—IBM group' 
Meets: 4lh Tuesday, 7:39 PM" 

Contact: Die* Jan sou 323-7006 X 224 (days), 475-’457 

NuTE: Clubs which are iietibers of the Michigan Ccuisutpr 
Consortium are designated by CMC2> following their ni'aes. 

This listing is as accurate as the information we receive. 

To list an event or update information, contact Joe Werner 
i( 337-7115 (evenings). 
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ABOUT EWffiY 


0ERBV is published monthly by tiie flichiqan Computer 
Gen*nrtiurn £NC^2I, P.G, Box I302 t East Lming, Michigan 
4B32L ENERGY is distributed to lembers et the noiputEr 
clubs iffi]iatcd with MC A 2, and is sold at liner local 
retailors, 

Unless otherwise noted* talertal contailed in mm 
■ay fcf reproduced in part nr in whole by any other non¬ 
profit organization or for other non-comma] purposes. 
Acknowledgement should be given to "E1CRGY, the Michigan 
Computer Consort in ■ Ka-qs?i hf 1 P and to the author of the 
material. flease send a copy of the reprint to HC‘2 at the 
address above* 

ABOUT 1% MICHIGAN COMPUTED CONSORTIUM 

The Michigan Computer Consortia* EflC rt 2? was for led in 
IYB3 to sponsor joint activities involving ceiput&r clubs 
affiliated with HC ft 2* Current ■Euber-s of KC A 2 are: 

CHADS £Eapitd Hill Atari Owners' Society) 

CMTUG {Central Hi chi q an TRS-flf) Users* Group) 

N3§ [flid-Michigan Microcomputer Croup]. 
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Dennis Cullintn iCHTUGl 351-2175 Editor 


Ihe Hudson (CHADSf 351-JQY2 
Rob Pock (CHAOS) 887*0327 
Joe Herner (R36) 337-7415 



AMERTHMG 


Advertising in DEMY 15 an ftonoaical way to promote 
vuur products or SErvitfrs to a key audience involved to 
personal computing. Three sires of ads are available? 

business card, halt-page, and full-page- Advertising space 
is limited and controlled, so that ads will never qet 
"lost", Camera-ready ropy is needed by the 15th of the 

month prEceeding publication. For lore intonation, contact 
the Editor. 

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS 

Persons wishing to submit article* are encouraged to do 
sof Articles may be submitted electronically via CompuNet, 
nr in earnera-ready form £3-5 inch columns, lb characters per 
inch), or in other foris, Contact any timber of the 

Editorial Soard. Thi deadline far ill trtidei is the J5th 

uf the icrnth preceeding publication. 


*-*«-*** *####« * m * -w- * * 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS !\ 
*******#**-****-***#*-****** 

When you support oor idvertiuri, tht> support you* If 
you are plains itq to mate a purchase, then cm) l cr stop by and 
tot our advertisers first- Let thii Is now that you arc tMere 

because of their ad* H aft td vert iter doesn't hivt the best 

price 10 town, then qive them the chance to 4 o bettir, or look 
at taie strviui they nay hi able to provide after a purchase* 
it i store doesn't advertise, thin let them know that you 
nauld like to ue their ad in our newsletter* If they bear 

people t*)l ttiei, then they mill eventually get th* point and 

advertise* 

Th* tu\ question is "Hhy boy local if you aren't getting 
any ad^erUsing support? 1 Jht answer is "1 don't mow gf a 
good reason,* 
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Capitol Hill Atari Owners' Society 



C-H-A-O-S. WELCOMES YOU 
TO THE WORLD OF THE 


ATARI 



CHAOS is not affiliated with At^rir Jne. 


c.«,a.o.s, helcwcs m m tw wrls of atari 


C. M.G.S . IS; 

C.H.A.O.S. if ttie Capitol Hill AUri (Jun&rs Soci¬ 
ety. CHAOS is the largest computer users group in the 
Laming am. CHAOS wets every third Saturday in the 
Foster Community Center (200 N. Foster. &elun4 the 
Jfonkin Donuts). The meetings start at 9 AH and end 
around 1 PH. The presentations at reelings include new 
software, neu hardware, and news. Business is limited 
at general reelings to- lake the meetings nore enjoyable. 

C.H.A.OJ. MEETINGS ARE: 

FUHi CXClIiHO; INFORM ATM. AHD CHAOTIC 

You will have to see a CHADS meeting to believe it. 
The discussions are lively, with lots of news and in¬ 
formation, The pressntatinns are gf general interest. 
The speakers arrange thetr preservations to be uwfe 1 '* 
stood by the beginners in the group as well as the ei* 
ports, 

The presentations at any aeeLing tay include word 
processors, ganea. data bases, educational applications 
utilities, hardware, hardware nodifiealiens > and hard¬ 
ware enhancements. Many people did not realire they 
could upgrade their Atari 400 to 4flK or 44k before they 
cant to a CHAOS ieeting. 

There are experts and beginners in CHAOS and there 
are Special Interest Groups so people with similar in¬ 
terests can learn together. 

LMiL IS YOUR BEST COMPUTER PERIPHERAL 

In addition to receiving a aonthly newsletter that 
will keep you informed of local, national, and interna¬ 
tional events in computers, you will have access to the 
largest Atari public doiain library of programs in the 
world. 

C.M.A.U.S. HAS MER M PROGRAMS' IN ITS LIBRARY. 

The CHAOS library is growing every day. This can 
Save you a great deal of tine and money. Programs that 
you writ? can be added to the CHAOS library. If you 
would like a Listing of the prograis in our current li¬ 
brary, please fend a large self-addressed, stinped 
envelope. include an extra 50* if you are not a CHAOS 
member to cover printing costs. Mail your request to 
CHAOS. P0 BOX 14132, Lansing. Mi *8901. 5 


C.LU.Q.S. RUMS 3 EFtJlULETIH BOARD SYSTEM 

CHAOS, in conjunction with the Library of Michigan, 
"ins a BBS. A BBS IS a Bulletin Board System that you 
can dial into if you own a modem. The telephone number 
for this BBS is 373-4786. The BBS provides a means of 
leaving mesages to other computer owners and a means of 
obtaining software from the CHAOS program library. 

C.H.A.O.S. PUBLICATIONS LIBRARY 

CHAOS has many books and other publications about 
the Atari computers that can be checked out by members. 
Each month CHAOS receives newsletters froi other Atari 
clubs from around the world. 

HW TO JOIN C.H.A.O .S. 

:■ -c. wiuls lilt *.c join C.H.A.O.S. Lien I ill out the 
Kmoersnip Application tori Found loaewhere in this 
’iPilettK- Send the application with a check for dues tot 

itMitflllltemilllliiitttltla 

f CHADS • 

1 ATTN: NtflSENSfflF ) 

1 P.O. B0£ 14132 < 

i laksins, ni t 

mllitiiiiiiiiiilMiiHllHiii 

C.H.A.O.S. NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE 

If your Atari users group would like to exchange 
newsletters, then please be sure you mail your newslet¬ 
ter to the proper address. The return adress an this 
newsletter is not the CHAOS exchange address. The in¬ 
dividual clubs within the consortium are responsible far 
exchanges with other groups and are billed accordingly. 
Ary information for chaos should be addressed to: 


I CHAOS I 
I ATTN; NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE t 
t P.D, BOX 14132 f 
! LANSING. MI 46941 t 











BASIC USER GROUP 

By H.Aldrich 

The BUG seeling on Jan 5, 1984 went very well. 

The topic discussed was mainly SOUND* ye had a RAM 

1000 disk drive there to run a hunch of really nice 
sound demo programs. The color set that Sandy brought 

in really showed off the power of Marion's Atari 800, 

Mian was very helpful in testing out some of the sound 
test programs. Thanks everyone. 

The BUG group in the future gill be addressing 
more than just Basic. A few of the BUG members are 
also new disk usersr so we will be learning the BOS 
(pun intended) and DON'IS of disk drivings come on 
in. Got a program that won't run, bring it in, the 
BUG group is always looking for gays to learn. 

In the very near- future we might be gaining new 
members with other kinds of computers (Apple,TRS 
80,etc). In most cases just the Basic language will 
be taught on these others. 

The January 1? and February 2 meeting went well. 
COLOR was the main topic. FUG members got a feel for 
what the ATARI is capable of in the COLOR and graphics 
department. COLOR will be addressed more indepth in 
the meetings to come. 

The February 16th meeting was cancelled due to 
the number of members that were going to be out of 
town. So March 1 % 15 will be the next meeting dates. 
MOTE: As you might have noticedf this report came a 
little late. Things got a little hecktk when it came 
time to turn this article in (my wife had a baby) but 
at least you get the news, even if it is a little 
late. 

***** MtMMMMMMMMtn 

REMEMBER: The Basic User Group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month in room 210 at the Foster 
Community Center, so come and join us. 

*************************** 



REPRINTED FROM ACE OF TOLEDO 


Building a Better Basic 

A Review of BASIC XL 

Part 11 
by Rob Peck 


Last month, you may recall, we spent nearly three pages 
talking about ay list of desirable improvements to Atari 
Basic and the phenomenal job OSS Inc did in meeting my 
desires with their new cartridge-based upgrade language, 
Basic JL. This month, I'd like to talk about the extra 
features they put in that 1 didn't have an ey wish list 
and a few enhancements so wonderful that I never would 
have dreamed of asking for them even if I had thought of 
them. 

First, for those of you who weren’t here last month for 
whatever reason, I will recap my If-point list of 
enhancements needed to make Atari Basic the best basic 
on the block. My list consists of the following items: 
string arrays, English error messages, block deletes, 
renumbering, INPUT with prompt, better DOS interface, 
trace option, better PRINT facilities, automatic line 
numbering, and user defined functions. Basic IL 

satifims all of these except for the last. 

Enough of this re-hashing, let’s get into the new 
material. In keeping with my long-tiee tradition 
(started with ay last article), I will begin this with a 
quote. Unfortunately, I couldn’t find any suitable 
immortal words, so you’ll have to settle for some 
eewingly unkill able words froi RQNCO, ’But wait! There’s 
more!* 

The extra features fall into the same two categories we 
discussed last eonth in the article on ey list, namely 
enhancements to the basic language itself and things 
designed to make program development and debugging 
easier. First, I’d like to tell you about several 
enhancements to the language. 

Right up on top here is an extension to the IF 

statement. A normal IF looks like this. 

IF (condition) THEN (statement(s)> 

This is fine for simple actions: IF A)B THEN OC+i. But 
when a condition necessitates many actions, you either 
have to have a long line with a lot of colons (IF A)D 
THEN C*C+l:D*D+l:E*E+ll or you have to use a reversed 
condition and a GOTO to skip over the code if the 

condition is true. 

1500 IF B(=A THEN GOTO 1910 

1600 C=C+1 

1700 D-D+l 

1800 E=E+1 

1900 REM This is where we pick up again 




Basic IL simplifies this situation with the 
IF..ELSE..ENDIF syntax. This is hoe the sate code mould 


look in Sasic XL. 

1500 

IF A)B: C-C+i 

1400 

D=D+1 

1700 

E=E+1 

1G00 

REN You can put 

1901 

REH any number of 

2000 

REH statements here 

2100 

REH They mill be 

2200 

REH executed only if 

2300 

REH the condition on 

2408 

REH line 1500 is true 

2500 

ELSE: REH Here you can 

2410 

REH put a series of 

2700 

REH statements which 

2800 

REH mill be executed 

2900 

REH if the original 

3000 

REH condition is false 

3100 

ENDIF 


As you can see, this is a such cleaner approach. It 
alloms you to test conditions mithout having to either 
clutter one line up with lots of stateients or forcing 
you to test for the opposite condition and jumping over 
a bunch of lines. Here you have a siaple condition and 
you can see dearly mhat happens if it is true, and, 
optionally, mhat happens mhen it is false. The colons 
after the condition -following the IF and after the ELSE 
are required and eust be foil owed by a statement. These 
IFs are nestable and can take a program's structure tuch 
clearer to a reader, even the author. 

The next feature is soeamhat sillier, the 
NHILE.,ENDNHILE stateeent. The NHILE statement :s usee 
to execute a group of stateients repeated!. u-td a 
condition is true, It is soeemhat like a FDR stateeent, 
except it does not have a predetermined number of times 
to execute. For instance, a routine to search a st r :-g 
for the first mord in it might look like this. 

100 DIM AI(1I0),BH10I) 

208 PRINT ‘ENTER A SENTENCE' 

388 INPUT AS 
400 1=1 

510 WHILE AS(1,1) <) 1 * 

480 8S(l,l)=ASa,l) 

700 1=1+1 
308 ENDHHILE 

900 PRINT 'THE FIRST KURD IS ')BS 

You can see that me don’t have to morry about horn big 
the first mord is, the WHILE mill just keep going until 
it finds a space. This siaple example mill, of course, 
not mork if the sentence begins with a space or the 
first mord is more than 100 characters long, but you can 
see that WHILE can be very useful. One thing I often do 
mith it is mait for a console button to be pressed. For 


instance, this one-liner waits until the START button 
has been pressed, 

2000 WHILE PEEK 153279) OblENDNHILE 

One of the strong points of Atari computers is their 
player-missile graphics. Unfortunately, one of the weak 
points of Atari computers is trying to understand and 
use player-missile graphics. Enter Basic 1L on a white 
horse. It gives you simple, Basic commands to! turn 
player-missile graphics on and off; set player color; 
clear a player) set player width and vertical 
resolution) save and load player shapes) and, most 
importantly, move a player quickly, smoothly, and easily 
around and off the screen. These commands take the 
place of many, many PEEKS and POKES in normal Atari 
Basic and actually make it easy to create programs mith 
players. 

Another interesting and very useful feature is the FIND 
function, which serches for characters inside a string. 
Remember our WHILE example earlier to find the first 
mord in a sentence? let’s try it again mith a FIND, 

100 DIM AI(100),BfU00) 

200 PRINT 'ENTER A SENTENCE' 

300 INPUT At 

400 I=FIND (At,' ',0) 

580 M-At (0,X-1) 

See, it’s even simpler. The FIND function [FIND ( 
fstringl), <string2>, <stirtposition>l] searches string! 
for the first occurrance of string2 beginning at 
startposition in string 1, It can be useful for many 
things, like menu choices within a program, 

2000 PRINT 'ENTER Add, Change, or Delete* 

2100 INPUT CHOICES 

2200 ON FIND! ;ACD*,CHOICE*,01 GOTO 2400,2500,2400 
2300 SOTO 2000:REM NOT A, C, OR D ENTERED 
2400 REH ADD ROUTINE 
2508 REH CHANGE ROUTINE 
2400 REH DELETE ROUTINE 

Additional enhancements to the language itself include 
DPEEK and DPOKE for dealing mith two-byte addresses in 
one comaand and RPUT and R5ET which simplify file 
manipulation in basic by allowing fixed length records 
to be input and output as a group without separators. 

In the area of program development, Basic IL showed up 
with several features which weren’t on ay list but which 
I love dearly now that I’ve seen thea. The first is one 
of ey favorites, indented lists. Statements which are 
under the control of an IF, a FOR, or a WHILE statement 
are indented when listed to th£ screen or printer. This 
■akes it much easier to tell just what the computer is 
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iMKoarosise Mairaagemessl Search Associates 


*3 O 


Representing Fortune 500 corporations and key DP consulting firms* we are one of the 
national leaders in the placement of DP professionals like yourself* Our senior 
partners * like Pax Riddle * have held senior management positions with major 
corporations and hold graduate degrees in business,, engineering or DPo 

Since we only work with the best people and the be & t organizations* you can be assured 
that protecting your confidentiality is foremost in our minds! We don't spread your 
resume 'all over town 5 ** We recruit for specific positions for specific clients* 

Seldom are our candidates actively seeking employment* Rather* they are prudent 
professionals who are interested in hearing about better opportunities* 

Call Pax Riddle today at (313) 540-1910 for a confidential inquiry. 



PAX RIDDLE 
Senior Partner 


Detroit*LQS AngeIe9*Chieago*Denver*Philadelphia*ChapeI Hill*Eaitimore*San Antonio 


460 North Woodward 
Birmingham, Michigan 48011 
{313) 540*1910 
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doing. For instance, 

\\%% REM OTHER STATEMENTS 

1200 IF A<8:D-D+l 

1308 E=E+1 

Mil F=F+t 

1508 ENDIF 

1600 REM OTHER STATEMENTS 

Now, when looking at a listing, it becotes simple to 
tell just which statements are going to be executed if 
the IF condition is true or which group of itateients 
are going to be repeated under the control of a FOR and 
a WHILE. 

One feature 0S5 added to Basic XL which will, I aa sure, 
please all disk owners is the eliaination of the need 
for quotes around the arguments of disk operations. 
This aeans SAVE DtPROGNAHE instead of SAVE 'DlPRGGNAHE'. 
It also works on the added DOS interface contends, like 
DIR D;t.» for a disk directory. A few aoaents of using 
this, and Atari Basic will never be the sane again. 

The next feature is truly a wonder when you’re trying to 
debug or aodify a prograa. The coaaand LVAR will list 
all variables in your prograa to the screen and show 
where each is referenced. This cross reference list is 
especially helpful if you decide to change the nane of a 
variable or are looking for an accidental aisspelling 
which has your prograa tied in knots. This list can 
also be directed to the printer. 

The last feature in this section of ay report is LflNEH. 
This is a siiple way for advanced prograaaers to aove 
the start of their basic prograa up higher in aeaory to 
■ake space for aachine language routines, player shapes, 
and the like. OSS has gone out of their way to aake it 
easier to unlock the exceptional power and versatility 
of your Atari coaputer. 

Okay, we’ve gone over ay list and the extra features 
that were included over and above that list. Me now 
have a very capable and comprehensive language. Kbit 
could possibly be left? Nell, there are a few features 
which are practically unbelievable and which I would 
never have dreaaed of requesting even if I had dreamed 
they were possible. And here they are. 

First is the SET statement. This is designed to give 
you an aiazing aaount of control over the coaputer and 
Basic XL by allowing you to set or aodify various 
default conditions. There are SET coaaands to; enable 
or disable the BREAK key, vary the piaceaent of the 
columns used by PRINT stateaents with coaaas, aake 
players and aissiles bounce off the screen edges instead 
of wrapping around to the other side of the screen, pick 
either a fifth player or four aissiles, change the 
undiaensioned string length fro* 41 to any value between 
8 and 255 (0 lakes it work just like Atari Basic, 255 
takes it work just like Microsoft Basic), turn the list 


indentation on or off, and tore. 

The next thing Basic XL does sounds really simple and 
not too exciting, but it has rapidly becoae one of ay 
favorite features, Basic coaaands and variables can be 
entered in upper case, lower case, inverse video, or any 
combination of the three. Basic XL converts all basic 
keywords and variables to a capitalized, lower case 
word. This aay not sound like auch, but it lakes 
prograa; auch easier to read for ae. For instance, 
taking this into account as well as the indentation 
feature, code entered as 

1100 REM CALCULATE NET PAY 

1208 IF DEDUCTIONS>GROSSPAY:GROSSPAY*0 

1300 PRINT ’TOD MANY DEDUCTIONS FOR GROSS’ 

1400 GOTO SK1PCHECK 
1501 ELSE:NETPAY=&RG5SPAY-D£DUCTIQHS 
1600 GOTO PRINTCHECK 
1700 END1F 

3081 REM PRINT CHECK ROUTINE 
would list as 

1100 Res CALCULATE NET PAY 

1210 If Deductions>&rosspay;Grosspay=0 

13M Print 'TOO MANY DEDUCTIONS FOR GROSS* 

1411 Goto Skipcheck 

1500 Else :Netpay=6rosspay-Deductiofls 

1600 Goto Printcheck 

170# Endif 

3000 Rea PRINT CHECK ROUTINE 

Thu, I feel, is a significant iaproveaent in 
readability and contributes greatly to the ease of 
comprehension of a program. 

Next, let’s talk about compatibility, Aaazingly enough, 
Sasic XL is aleost completely coapatible with Atari 
Easic. An Atari Basic 5AVEd prograa can be directly 
LOADed into Basic XL and it will work. Even sore 
important, a Basic XL SAVEd prograa can be directly 
iOADed into Atari Basic and it will work so long as you 
have not used any of the extensions like NHILE or SET. 
This wans you can develop a prograa using RENUMBER and 
LVAR and then put it in the library for everybody to 
use, even those whithout Basic XL, 

Only two acre features to go, but wait ’til you hear 
about them, First, Basic XL manages to give you all 

these extra features but doesn’t take up any tore aeaory 
than Atari Basic) That’s right, not one single byte 
■or*. They do this in a real sneaky way. Atari Basic 
is an BK cartridge, while Basic XL is a 16K cartridge. 
But this 16K is divided into four 4K blocks. One of 

these blocks is always active, the other three rotate 
aeongst theeselves depending on just what you're doing 
at any given eoaent such that only one of thea is active 

at any given tile. Therefore, Basic XL always presents 

itself to your coaputer as an 8K cartridge, the base 4K 


9 



block and one of the three rotating blocks. Anyway you 
slice it, Basic XL gives you a great deal lore power and 
capability without costing you anything in tern of 
precious eetory. 

And, finally, Basic XL found a way to address one of the 
aost serious shortenings of basic (Note that 1 
talking about basic with a siall b not Atari Basic), and 
that is speed, or wore properly the lack thereof. Basic 
XL has a fascinating little coaaand, FAST, which takes 
quite a difference in the way your programs run. There 
is no aagic here, what Basic XL does is take a few 
■tillseconds at the start of a program run and turns all 
line nuabers in GOTQs and other statements into absolute 
■eiory addresses, This speeds up the execution of your 
prograa iaaensely. 

For instance, let's use the infaious BABIES qaae froa 
the CHADS library and do a little coaparison. If any of 
you reaeaber the demonstration Guy Hurt did on basic 
coapiiers for the Atari, he used this gate to 
demonstrate the increased speed available to a compiled 
prograa. BABIES.BAS, when run without the FAST option, 
took 13.7 seconds to kill three babies and halt. With 
the FAST option, it took 6.B seconds to reach that 
point. The compiled version, BABIES.OBJ, took only 4.1 
seconds. So, the compiled version still wins, but Basic 
XL is a lot closer to the compiled version than to the 
original. 

Another interesting feature of the FAST ability of Basic 
XL is that it is automatically invoked when you RUN a 
program directly from disk. This means that you can 

take Atari Basic programs SAVEd to disk and RUN the# 

with Basic XL and get all the advantages of the FAST 

speedup. If a program is LOADed and then RUN, it must 

have an explicit FAST command embedded in the program to 
gain the speedup. 

Mhew 1 He're finally done! It doesn’t sees possible 
that OSS could pack so many incredible features in one 
little (hideous orange) cartridge, but I for one am very 
glad thev did. When you take these additional features 
and add them to the normal Atari Basic strengths like 
usable long variable names (some basics allow long 
variable names but don't pay much attention to them, 
TOTALDEDfiCTIQNS would be the same as TGTALHAGE5 or even 
TOYNUNBER or TODAYSDATE), syntax error checking at 
program entry time instead of runtime, and Atari’s 
superb editing (ask me sometime about editing on the 
Apple lie at work!), you have a system that is a sure 
fire winner for both the casual programmer and the 
expert. A system whose features will support writers of 
business software and arcade games, in short, Basic XL 
takes the best computer on the market for general 
purpose home use and makes it even better. 

If you have any designs at all on writing your own 
programs, run, do not walk, to your nearest dealer and 
buy a copy of Basic XL. It is flat out one of the best 
additions 1 have ever found for my computer. 


LOCAL RETAILERS INVITED TO MEETINGS 
DISCOUNTS SHOULD FLOURISH 

by Ike Hudson 

Retailers in the Lansing area are being invited 
to attend CHAOS Beatings. Actually they are being 
invited to bring their wares and sell the* prior to 
meetings, during the break, and after the meetings. 
The idea is to give our Berbers a chance to meet and 
find out about retailers in the area. 

There will be some restrictions on this activity. 

1. All sales and set-up Bust be conducted during the 
assigned times. Any retailer selling or setting 
up while the ieeting is in progress will be asked 
to cease and leave. The only acceptable reply to 
an inquiry during the meeting is "I'll talk to you 
during break." or "I'll talk to you after the 
meeting." 

2. All prices on items sold at the meeting must be at 
least 10X below the manufacturer's suggested re¬ 
tail. This at least guarantees our members a 
savings. 

3. Retailers will be allowed to set up only if space 
permits. If the root is too crowded, the re¬ 
tailers may be asked to set up in the hall. The 
sate rules apply on doing business in the hall. 
NOT WHILE IHE MEETING IS IN SESSION! 

4. The club assumes no responsibility for helping any 
retailer set-up, clean-up or secure the items 
brought for resale. 

5. Retailers may not interrupt any presentation to 

announce a special price on an item. If one 
dealer makes a presentation and gives a price for 
the item being demonstrated, all other retailers 
must refrain from undercutting that price until 
the meeting is adjourned. This is intended to 

encourage presentations by dealers. 

6. There will be no sales of pirated items. 

7. CHAOS does not support or indorse any dealer. The 

fact that dealers are allowed to sell to our mem¬ 

bers before the meeting does not imply our support 
or endorsement of that dealer. It is the dealers 
responsibility to support the products they sell. 
The club does not endorse any product or dealer. 

This is intended to be a service to our members. 
If it is disruptive to our meetings or if this privi¬ 
lege is abused it will be stopped as quickly as it was 
started. If you know a dealer who might like to sell 
his computer wares at our meeting, then invite them. 
If they don't advertise in this newsletter, then en¬ 
courage them to do so. If they don't advertise, then 
how do they think they will get our members business? 
Why should we support the m if they don't support us?f? 

I YOUR business ca*Y~d 

could be here for 1 

the low cost of" *S- 

Support Lfouur club & 

and your club* will 

support you ! _, 
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QUESTION - We voted at a meting to buy a projection 

TV for met mgs and a disk drive for the BBS. Has 

either been purchasedr and if not. why not? 

ANSWER - Neither has been purchased at this tiie. We 
have not been able to find a projection TV that 
will work well enough at a cost that the club can 
afford. If we do* we will buy it. In the 

leantiie, Lance Hard is taking a cable that will 

allow us to connect 4 TVs or ionitors to one syste* 
for tfeeos. 

The disk drive was not purchased because the 
projection TV had priority. As soon as Lance 
completes the cables we will purchase the disk 
drive for the BBS. 


QUESTION - Why doesn't the club buy soie popular 
software and check it out to neibers or rent it to 
■etbers? 

ANSWER - I will have to answer this one with so«e 
questions. Which software? Who will control it? 
How tuch do we charge for it? How do we aaintain 
it? Who gets it first? Who wants to try to 
organize this one?? 

QUESTION - What happened to the CHAOS T-shirts that I 
used to hear about and occasionally see? 

ANSWER - Good question. Lance Ward is taking orders 
for the CHAOS T-shirts. No one has ordered one in 
several aonths! 


QUESTION - Why doesn't the club buy tore books and 
lagazines for aethers to check out and read? 

ANSWER - The club buys books and lagazine 

subscriptions based on the club budget and aeeber 
deaands. We have sote aoney that could be used to 
buy books, but no one has vade up a list of 
proposed purchases. If soaeone lakes such a list, 
we can subait it to the aethers and get their 
reaction. Once prioritized, it is just a latter of 
placing orders as the aoney is available. Who will 
start the ball rolling? 

QUESTION - Why aren't there tore software reviews in 
the newsletter? 

ANSWER - We can only print what is submitted! 



QUESTION - Why is there always so tuch eaphasis on 
getting aore aethers? Aren't we already large 
enough? 

ANSWER - The larger clubs receive free copies of 
software and even soae hardware for evaluation 
purposes. This is then given away via drawings or 
is sold to bolster the club treasury. The RACE 
(Detroit) and ACE (Eugene, Or) BBS systeas were 
built on donated equipment. If the club is Urge 
enough, the lanufacturers and Urge stores will 
take notice. No, we are not Urge enough yet, but 
we are getting there! 

QUESTION - If we need lore leibers why don't we offer 
soie recruiting incentives or have a recruiting 
contest? 

ANSWER - We tried a contest about 4 tonths ago. 
There were only two new leibers that were recruited 
as a direct result. This was not even enough to 
justify buying a prize! If there were lore than 
that, they didn't put the recruiters na»e on the 
application fori! We considered having an 
incentive program but couldn't find anything that 
would be a good incentive and not cost very tuch. 
Reieiber, our dues are only (12.00 and we need 
every penny of that to provide the services we are 
providing now. 

QUESTION - Why don't we have a HOTLINE to leave 
questions on like RACE does? 

ANSWER - We aren't big enough and our dues are lower. 
We have about IfiO neabers paying $12.00 per year. 
MACE has about 1200 letters paying $20.00 per year. 
It costs a lot to have a phone line and answering 
■achine available 24 hours a day. It is a nice 
frill, but not a necessity. 


REPRINTED FROM L.A. ACE NEWSLETTER 
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QUEST ION - Why don't we have classes for beginners? 
It is very hard to learn about the computer on your 
own if you don't have a coaputer background. 

ANSWER - CHAOS is the only group in the area that 
offers free classes for beginners. The class 
teaches beginners how to use the Atari and Atari 
BASIC. It is called the Basic Users Group (BUG). 
BUG aeets everg first and third Thursday at 7:30 in 
the Foster Coaaunity Center. There has been 
limited interest. This group aay fold in the next 
few aonths if there are no beginners to keep it 
going! Call Hike Aldrich 394-2412 for acre 
information. 

QUESTION - I just bought a new S00XL and there are no 
manuals with it. What is the best book to buy so I 
can learn how to use ay coaputer? 

ANSWER - There are many that can be helpful. The 
best single source for the Atari is "Your Atari 
Coaputer" by Lon Poole. The best for the true 
beginner and for children is probably "Kids and the 
Atari" by Ed Carlson (a member of CHAOS). There is 
a copy of "Kids and the Atari" in the library if 
you would like to look at it before you buy it. 
Both of these books are available at stores that 
advertise in ENERGY. Tell them you saw their ad in 
ENERGY if you buy a copy. 

QUESTION - I subeitted an article for the last 

newsletter. It didn't get in and I want to know 
why. 

ANSlffR - It was late and incorrectly formatted. The 
editor did not have time to retype the article and 
rip apart the pages that were ready to go in order 
to insert an article that was turned in 6 days 
after the deadline. He want and need articles, but 
not bad enough to redo the work that has been done. 
Please have soae consideration for the editor. He 
does the best he can with what is submitted. 


CLASSIFIED AI>S 


WANTED: I would like to purchase a good, 
used Atari 910 Disk Drive. Price negotiable. 
Call Hike Aldrich (517) 394-2412 


FOR SALE: Voicebox II with software 490.00. 
Hake your Atari talk or sing. 

Call Ike Hudson (517) 351-3092. 


HEhBERS OF HC2 AFFILIATED GROUPS PUT YOUR ! 
CLASSIFIED AD HERE FREE. ! 

_ _ ______I 

FOR SALE: Atari 600 with 64K upgrade ! 

only 4235. ! 

Call Lance Hard 393-1357 i 
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QUESTION - If I write an article for the newsletter 
can I be guaranteed that it will be printed in the 
next issue? 

ANSWER - Haybe! If it is submitted before the 
deadliner if it is printed in the correct format or 
submitted on disk, if it is factually correct, and 
does not contain too many grammatical errors or 
misspellings, and if there is space, it will be 
printed in the next issue. There is usually space 
and the editor will make minor corrections if the 
text is on disk. The biggest problem is time. The 
next issue of ENERGY has already been put together 
by the time we have our meetings take place. The 
deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month. 
The format is what you see in these pages. Other 
formats may be accepted if they are submitted in a 
timely manner. 

QUESTION - Why aren't there more articles about what 
the SIGs are doing? 

ANSWER - No one in the SIGs writes and submits them. 


If you have any questions (or answers) send them 
to CHAOS. ATTN: QUESTIONS I ANSWERS. P 0 BOX 16132, 
Lansing, HI 46901. Ue will try to find someone who 
can answer your question and print the answer right 
here in the next issue of ENERGY. 


JOIN THE USER 

GROUP OF YOUR CHOICE 

If you would like to join one of the Hichigan Computer 
Consortium groups, please fill out the application 
below and mail it to HC2, P 0 Box 1302, East Lansing, 
48823 


Check the box next to the club you are joining. 

U Capitol Hill Atari Owners Society - CHAOS (412.00) 

[3 Central Hichigan TRS 90 Users Group - CHTUG (412.00) 
[] Hid-Hichigan Hicro-Computer Group - H3G (412.00) 

NAME: 


H0HE PHONE: OFFICE PHONE: 


STREET: 


CITY: STATE: ZIP: 


Type Computer: 


Hail w/check to: HC2, P0 Box 1302, E. Lansing, Hi 48823 


















TARICON HILL BE 25 i 26 AUG 1784 
LOCATION - SOUTHFIELD CIVIC CENTER 

by Ike Hudson 

Yes, there will be a Taricon this year. He will 
have it on a Saturday and Sunday in the Southfield 
Civic Center. This is near Detroit, but just enough 
outside to be accessible! The facilities are tremen- 
dous. 

This year CHAOS and HACE will be equal 
co-sponsors. CHAOS is taking priiary responsibility 
for contacting other clubs and coordinating their 
participation. HACE is responsible for contacting 
vendors, stores and manufacturers for support and 
participation. Both groups will be providing people 
to help set up the show on Friday. 24 August. 

If you would like, to help. ■ call Lance Hard 
(393-1357>. He will be coordinating the CHAOS ef¬ 
forts. He will need all kinds of help. Host of the 
help right now will be envelope stuffing and letter 
writing. 

If you have a favorite vendor, store or club that 
you would like to see at TARICON 84. then have thei 
contact me at (517>351-3092 or write to CHAOS, P0 Bo* 
14132, Lansing, HI 48901. I have sent a letter to 
every club that I have an address for. I sent over 
200 letters. 

The cost for a club booth is only 430.00. He 
want as iany clubs as is possible to have a booth. 
The cost of a commercial sales booth will start at 
4150.00, Vendors who want to show, but not sell nay 
have a booth for only 475.00. The commercial sales 
booth will be able to sell their product at the show, 
while the show booth nay show, but *ay not conduct on 
sight sales. There will be no exclusivity this year. 
Any seller can sell any product that is legal for them 
to sell. This will take a atuch more interesting show. 

The cost of admission will be such less this 
year. It will cost only 42.00 for adults and 41.00 
for children under 12. Children under 5 are free. 

There will be special reduced rates for groups, 
classes, etc. that order sore than 10 tickets in ad¬ 
vance. Place your order and pay before 1 June and we 
will give you 502 off the normal admission price. 
This will sake a great scout or class field trip! 
Have a family reunion at TARICON 84, or maybe bring 
your church or senior citizens group for the day. 
Hhatever type groups you belong to, this will be a fun 
place to be. 


3ARRY GRIFFIN 

_____ Owner/Manager 

- Oflice: 371-4321 * Home: 882-2087 
-—---- 10*7 Weekdays * 1Q*6 Saturdays 

1720E Michigan Avenue * Lansing, Michigan 48912 
Business and Personaf Computers Sales and Service 




CHAOS 

elections in march 


He will have elections at the Harch meeting. The 
elections should only take about 30 minutes if we are 
lucky. He will still have a full agenda of demon¬ 
strations and other activities. 

He need some very good officers who are willing 
and able to serve the club. The future of the club 
will depend on their willingness and abilities. I 
would like to encourage anyone with a little free time 
that they can give to the club to run for an office. 
He need some people who want to see this club grow and 
get better. 

I would like to emphasize that it takes time to 
do the job right, I would guess that I spend about 
4-80 hours per week performing the duties of Presi¬ 
dent. 1 would guess that it will take a similar 
amount of time for the other offices to be done 
properly, I am not saying this to discourage anyone, 
but 1 want everyone to have a realistic perception of 
what is involved. There are no paid officers in 
CHAOS. Everyone who serves the club does so as a 
volunteer. 

In addition to the five elected officers, we will 
need about 20 people to volunteer to fill the ap¬ 
pointed positions. Some of these jobs, like program 
librarian, publications librarian, newsletter editor, 
and advertising manager can take as much or more time 
than the elected positions. 

If you would like to volunteer for an appointed 
job, then let the newly elected officers know at the 
next meeting. If you don't know what you sight like 
to do, or what you are capable of doing, but you want 
to help, then let someone know. There are too many 
jobs (large and small> that need to be done and are 
not getting done for lack of volunteers. 



REPRINTED 
FROM S.C.A.T. 


THE 

COOKIE LADY 


Diana Chattuianr 

349-4506 
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"IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN" 


bu Ike Hudson 

“In the public d owin' means basically that 
software is freer but wist retain the author's credits 
even if you sake changes to it or coaplle it. I found 
a statement in the "Communication of the Association 
of Computing Machinery" that is very clear and 
concise. "Pereission to copy without fee all or part 
of this material is granted provided that the copies 
are not made or distributed for direct commercial 
advantager the copyright notice> the title of the 
publication and the date appear and notice is given 
that copying is by pereission of the Association of 
Coeputing Machinery. To copy otherwise requires a fee 
and/or specific pereission." 

In other words, you cannot sell public doesin 
itees for a profit. Our club copy fee is only to 
support the expansion of the public doeain library, 
not for profit. That is one reason we work on a 
volunteer basis. You can make changes to public 
doeain software or coepile it, but if you use any part 
of the original r you oust leave the author's tttne and 
copyright intact. You eay add your own nate if you 
uke changes and add a copyright for your changes. 
You cannot sell the prograe even after you have 
changed it!" 

Anyone selling public doeain software for 
coeeerciai advantage without the specific pereission 
of the author puts theeselves in the sane position as 
a pirate. They eay be sued by the author. In eg 
opinion, anyone who sells public doeain software for 
coeeerciai advantage (profit) without the author's 
specific pereission is worse than a pirate. And if he 
puts his own naee on it, then he is lower than low. 
He is not only stealing froe the author, but also froe 
the people he sells the software to. If he puts his 
naee on soeeone else's work, he is adding insult to 
injury. 

The public doeain is intended for free access by 
everyone. It is there to help us all and keep our 
costs low. Authors who put their work in the public 
doeain forgo profits so you can benefit. They should 
at least have their wishes honored by keeping the cost 
to users low. They should be honored by having their 
naees left on their software. Pirates are bad, but 
scabs are worse. Anyone who would put their naee on 
the work of another and sell it as their own work is a 
SCAB! 

I should add that I an not directing this tirade 
at coeeerciai establishments who provide public doeain 
software for a moderate copy charge. A token copy fee 
is sieply paying for the use of soeeones equipment or 
time in gathering and organizing public doeain 
software to make it available to you. Most clubs and 
a few stores do this as a service to computer users. 
Coeeerciai advantage is charging sore than a token fee 
or selling it as if it were not in the public doeain 
or as if it were your own. 



“What kind of video game is thish ? Every 
time I put in my money, the program 
falls out.“ 

Reprinted from L.A. ACE 


ASSEMBLER S. X .G _ 
ATR —8000 S - X „ G _ 

The CHAOS Asseibler SIS is still going, and still 
looking for lore participants. The next leeting will be 
(larch 12, 1984, at Dick Peterson’s ho»e, 7 P.d. Call 
Dick (405-77271 or Bendell Proudfoot (371-3678) for 
detailed directions and to let us know you plan to 
attend. The nest teeting will also include a potential 
new group interested in the ATR-8000 disk drive 
controller and CP/M coiputer. Lance Bard will be asked 
to explain the details of disk fonat tables and 
lodifications he *ade to speed up the standard ATR disk 
fonat. Be there! 

Brelbs Law o-f Error ing 

In any series of calculations, errors tend to occur at the 
opposite end to the end at which you begin chicking for 
errors. 


N 

& 

T 



N & T COMPUTING 


IKE HUDSON 

BUSINESS, EDUCATIONAL AND PERSONAL 
COMPUTER SALES 

519 Linden (517) 351-3092 

East Lansing, Mi +8823 (313) opening soon. 
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LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY 

ly Imt Kiri 

Deform you shell out the bucfci for a needed utility 
program, consult the CHAOS library listing or the librarian. 
You tiill probably be in for a nice surprise. There if 
alaost every utility you could need. Several by our noted 
expert, Claus Buchhoh. And Claus sure has cate up with a 
couple of winners. One Is a oust for you people with tape 
drives. This is a DOS binary file to boot tape copier. It 
allows tape users to access gates such as HYRIPEDE and 
LIVEKIRE as boot files on cassette, that this utility does 
is create a eachine language prograe that emulates Atari 
DOS. This prograa loads the unchanged binary file and 
executes it just as DOS would. First the loader is created 
and written to tape, then the binary file is copied to tape. 
You now have a cassette bootable copy. Of course a disk 
drive is neccessary to create the boot tape. This should be 
no problea, as sooebody in the club should be lore than 
happy to help. 

Another one froa Claus it a prograa that transfers disk 
boot filet to DOS binary files. This prograa works in a 
siailiar fashion to the disk to tape copier eenttoned above. 
A loader prograa is created and the boot file it appended to 
it. Nhen the loader prograa is executed, it loads the 
retaining prograa is if it were a boot fill ala: Fool the 
computer. 

Last but not least, Nhere would you be without the 
trusty old Claus Copier? This get will back-up cartridges 
to disk, cassette or toae coabimtion of such. If you dont 
have this one, get it. 1’a sure you will find it useful. 

There are far too aany programs in our library to 
eention here. If you find yourself needing a specific 
utility prograe, check our library. You just sight save 
yourself a few dollars to spend on that gadget you’ve been 
wanting. 

The Claus copieris on Utility Disk t II. The prograa 
that wilkopy object files froa disk to tape is on Utility 
Disk I IS. The prograa that converts boot files to binary 
load files should be on the next utility disk to cote out. 
Look for it soon. 

CHAOS EXCELLENCE 

AWARDS PRESENTED 

There are alwaus a few people in any organization 
who give just a little more of themselves so that the 
organization nay flourish. At the February nesting 
three of these individuals were honored. The 
categories for selection were best program submitted 
to the library, best article submitted to the 
newsletter and best fartd in this case most) 
"resentation(s) at meetings. 

The recipient for the best program submitted to 
the library was Claus Buchhoh for his program that 
allows tape users to dump boot files to tape and back 
to disk. It should be noted that Claus has written 
several programs for the library, including the Claus 
conier, and has given several excellent presentations. 


Claus was given a renewal of his membership for the 
upcoming year. Everyone is a winner with this award. 

The recipient for the best newsletter article was 
Rob Peck for his article on BASIC XL. Rob has written 
several high quality articles and has given some 
excellent presentations. Rob was given a copy of 
Compute's Happing the Atari for for his dedication to 
excellence. 

The recipient for the best presentation was Guy 
Hurt. Guy has not only given some excellent 
presentations, but has probably given more 
presentations than any other member. Guy was also 
recognized for the amount of dedication and time he 
gives to the club as the program librarian, guy was 
given a copy of Compute's Atari Source Book for his 
exceptional efforts. 

All prizes were donated for this purpose by N % T 
Computing. The selection committee consisted of CHAOS 
members selected by N & T. 

Recipients were eligible for selection in only 
one category. It should be recognized that each 
recipient had more than one achievement in the 
category for which they received an award, and they 
had given exceptional contributions in other areas of 
service. There are others who are worthy of 
recognition, but Rob, Guy and Claus are three members 
who are worthy of very special recognition for their 
service. 


ELEBTHDNICS SPECIALISTS 
5E17 So. CEDAR ST. 
LANSING, HI LARLD 

517-484-5533 

Offering the finest repair 
sevices available for your 
home computer in this area 

AUTHORIZED ATARI SALES 8t 
SERVICE FOR YOUR ATARI 
HOME COMPUTER 

We are dedicated professionals 
who care about providing 
service excellence. 


ATARI 



AiAHiStiiVlUt 


factory aut horized network [ 

A Wamtr ComrtvurticilJons Compahy 





ABOUT N36 

ffid-Mchiqan Hicrocotputer Group \HZB) is a non-profit 
organization of computer hobbyists, enthusiasts, and users 
in the lansinq and Hid-flichigan area, Ported in t*?75 f H3G 
is the oldest personal cotputer organization in the area, 
Hetbership in the club is open to anyone Kith an interest in 
personal cotputinq. 

HEETIKBS 

General teibership teetinqs are held each tenth, 
generally on the third Thursday of each tenth ibarrinq 
sthedulino problets), at the East Unsinq Public Library, at 
7:30 p«. Visitors are wekote at anv leetinq, 

DUES 

Annual dues for H3G are $12*00* for 12 consecutive 
tenths, Fatilv tetherships (two or tore people at the sate 
address, receiving only one copy of the Newsletter! are 
available. The first tetber pays full dues; additional 
tetbers each pay 11,00 per vear. 

To join H3G, cote to any teetinq, or send one vear’s 
dues with your nate and address to: N36, c/o P,G. Bor 1302, 
East Lansing, HI 40023, 

AFFILIATIONS 

N3S is a tether of the rtidwest Affiliation of Cotputer 
Clubs (ItACC), and of the Hichiqan Cotputer Consortiut Tt1C2>, 


NEWSLETTER 

N3G tetbers receive ENERGY, published bv the Hichiqan 
Cotputer Consortium as a benefit of tetbership, 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS tSIfel 

H3S currently has three active Special Interest Groups: 
the Osborne 5IG, the Heath/Zenith SIS, and the CP'H S1G, 
These SIGs hold additional teetinqs as their tetbers wish, 
and tay charge SIS dues in addition to M3G dues if the SIS 
so decides* SIS teetinqs are announced in thp fleeting 
Calendar in ENERGY. Additional GIGs tav be forted on anv 
cotputer-related topic which H3G f&etbers tav want, 

OFFICERS 


President. . 

....Dave Chun. 

...J^-6318 

Vice President... 

,,. -Lee Hodges___ 

...669-3258 

Secretary,.,, 

, * -,Cheryl Tirune, 

,* ,484-3921 

Treasurer,... 

,*■ , Lynn Hardsell.,, 

,*,645-2214 


HfiCC Trustee. 

Frank Dohnar,., 

...351-1899 

CP/H SI6 Chair. 

,*.Greg Hart in. 

.,,484-5350 

Heath/Zenith S!S... 

*.Bill Goodwin,,,, 

...349-9657 

Oeborne SIG Chair., 

■ ■.Jit Pease, 

...332-3746 
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H S 2: S Z G NEWS 

by Bill Goodwin 

I recently mentioned that I was looking for reviews 
of Turbo-pascal. Finally, tired of waiting, I ordered a 
copy for CP/M-86. Then the reviews showed up!! Luckily 
all of them were good. Unfortunately, the copy that 
arrived via UPS was for the PC, not the '100. I have 
returned it and am waiting for the correct disk. Watch 
this space for my review of this package, 

At the February meeting Dennis Cullinan informed us 
that his schedule will no longer allow hi* to provide 
access to the State Library after the March Meeting. After 
attending the last CP/M SIG Meeting at the Foster Street 
Community Center I am convinced that we should hold our 
meetings there, Meeting there would permit us to establish 
a permanent time and place. Be thinking about this for the 
next meeting. We will have to decide then. 

Speaking of the March meeting, I want to remind you 
to be sure to attend, We will be entertaining Terry Jensen 
from the national HUG, Terry is the sysop for the HUG 
bulletin board on CompuServe. If you've never used a modem 
this is NOT a meeting to miss. The time will be Sunday, 
March H at hOO PM, The location will be the State 
Library. 


The SIG has reached the point where a software 
library should be given serious thought. The problem is 
the number of operating systems used by Heath machines. 
Counting UCSD Pascal (although l don't know anyone that has 
UCSD) there are five OS's. (HDDS, ZDOS, CP/M-80 It CP/M-85, 
CP/M-86, and UCSD) The CP/M software should probably be 
kept by the M36 library to avoid duplication. We can then 
concentrate our efforts on the three remaining OS's. Think 
about it because I will bring it up at our April meeting, 

The next club listing in Sextant will include our 
SIG. Some time ago there was a notice of our meetings in 
Buss. This was taken fro® a message I had left on the HUG 
BBS on CompuServe. Just recently I receive a call fro* 
them asking if we still existed and would I fill out a 
questionnaire for them. Of course I said yes 1 

In the Feb. issue of Energy I mentioned a 
multi-user Unix BBS in Ann Arbor. It took me a long time 
to finally get on this one. VERY BUSY!! The system turned 
out to be running on a back-up computer because the 
original Altos had failed, losing all the conferences, I 
would recommend waiting a couple of months for activity to 
build up again. 

Don't forget that we are ail members of M3G and can 
attend the club meetings. I'm mentioning this only because 
there were so few of us at the elections in Feb, 


3M-DS-DD 32.50 
EPSON RX 80 $299 

ZENITH MONITOR $100 
PROWRITER $389 
LOTUS 123 $350 

.NEW SPELLBINDER $299 
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A MOTE OF TlWfltS 


I! fiis bf?rj 4 pHvileg* to ?«nrf i? your President -for 
ths past two yfirj, And I if so ipprfciatf that my campaign 
tor pasl president was successful. 

Eipttipne uttt held as scheduled it the February 
meting, Dave Chun was elected President; Lie fujtfges was 
re-elected Wee President; Cheryl Time 'volunteered' tor 
secretary; and Lynn Uardwell agreed tn seroe once more as 
Treasurer. Congratulations to these! 

As President for the past two years, 3 have been 
privileged to be part of a growing club, M 3 & has grown in 
these two years to over 100 members, with three SJGs, Lfe 
have become a strong club, with programs and projects to 
interest our ambers and attract new members, Ue hive 
joined with other area clubs tn form the Michigan Computer 
Consortium, which publishes this newsletter. Ue haue 
participated in the first Lansing Area Computer F aire, and 
now a^e Planning for the Second Annual. Lie had a c>ub 
Picnic last year, and a good number of people attending the 
HACC Computerfest in Toronto, and a number of other special 
happenings, A -few of our meet iitgs were even televised 
through the auspices of the East Lansing Library Cable TU 
chinit* r, 

These were not my doing. They were the tfforts of 
many members, I wish ] could think all of you publicly, but 
! don't trust myself to remember every contribution, and I 
wouldn't want to leave anyone out. So, to all the members 
of M3G, let ne say simply. Thank Yog for v^ur support and 
contributions, I hopp you will join with me <it giving new 
president Daue Chun (he seise support, encouragement, and 
effort. 

uoe Werner 



Addendum toi tflQll FRCffi THE TOP 

by David T.ltf. Chun 

new President, PI^G 

A Funny thing happened to me at the February 
joint meeting of the and Kjd 

masBMwita* Group—I wsa elected President, This 
is the sort of thing that makes a person wi^i he had 
stayed home to watch 'Hill Street Slues', I can’t 
help but speculate that had the CSg meeting 
announcement made it into- the February issue of 
ENERGY and fro re of you had responded t 0 the specie! 
mailing announcement of club elections that semeone 
else would be filling this colunn space. Well 
you re stuck, at least for a year—now don't you 
wish you attended the last meeting? Tr« officers 
for the year include two terms—Vice-President, Lee 
Hodges, and Treasurer, Lym War dwell, Cheryl Tirtne 
will be filling the row separate office oF 
Secretary, I'm sure l speak for the rest of your 
team, ue want to keep the momentum going. 

If you didn't get to the last meeting you missed 
cut on a grand presentation by Cheryl & Larry Tirone 
on the Osborne 2CPR2 system. They presented an 
overview of the public donain ZCPR2 system which 
appeared in the Jure and September issue of 
'I’lICSDSYSTEI*)’, Still difficult to visualize Larry S 
Cheryl serinching- ZCPF12 into the Osborn. The 
meeting was a dotiile-header. Greg Plartin described 
his new love—the nav Radio Shack fbdel 4P portable 
conputer, I've got to ednit that I was cov^letely 
sicte tracked by his screen display—CP/FI PLUS. I 
jist can’t wait until the next CP/M SIG nesting (23 
February). 

Inci dent ly, I’m a computer user and not a 
hacker (though, I cries s, deep down I aspire sane 
day to reach these hnitftts). The bast part of the 
meetings is after the business session where the 
■special program is made and the meeting is adjourned 
so that ue can huddle together for the exchange of 
information, « in my case, get help gn some weighty 
matter from someone who knows what he’s talking 
about. See you at the next meeting, (rte'll try to 
keep the business session short. I hope to give the 
maximun anoint of time tc Frenk Dolinar who-will be 
talking about data base management systems (with 
emphasis on dBasell?). Let's all save up questions 
for Frank. I want to know whet are second 
generation BN and how this is going to affect m . 
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TAKING ACCOUNT OF 
ACCOUNTING PROGRAMS 

by Richard Barclay 

if you are anything like me, one of the 
justifications for buying your Osborne in 
the first place was all of the time (and 
money) you were going to save by using it to 
keep track of all your home or business 
finances Just think how much easier it'd be 
to do your taxes. If you are like me, that 
was two years ago r and you are still 
planning on getting around to it any day 
now. 

Veil folks, it's time to get all those bills 
out of the shoe box. The club's public 
domain software library is bulging with 
accounting packages that will help you 
manage your money, just as soon as you know 
which one is the right one for your needs, 
from balancing your check book, to keeping 
the books for your business 


Library N«ws 

The OSIG public domain library now has a 
total of 66 disks of software. The software 
is classified under four headings 
Applications, Games, Communications and 
Utilities, The Utilities section is by far 
the largest, followed by Applications 
Because of the large number of packages and 
programs included in the library, the 
catalog is on diskette, not paper, I made 
an experimental paper listing this month and 
the catalog is over 1 inch thick As a 
practical matter most persons find it easier 
to use the disk version. W* recommend that 
you bring two double density disks or five 
single density disks to the next meeting to 
copy the catalog. Or if you wish just bring 
one disk and copy the section of most 
interest to you. Members of OSIG can copy 
as much of the library as they desire for no 
charge Non-members are asked to contribute 
%Z for each disk copied. This money goes 
toward purchase of new diskettes and 
supplies. 

Special thanks this month go to Jim Pease 
for helping with adding new programs to the 
Applications and Communications catalog 
Also Cheryl Tirone deserves a medal for her 
excellent job of cataloging and organising 
the 2CPR2 software. 


At the March 7th meeting, Til tell you 
what's available from the library. Some of 
the questions Til try to answer are, which 
files go together, how sophisticated is each 
package, and how well documented are they. 
I'll take several of the packages available, 
and spend some time discussing hew they 
responded to roy testing. I’ll be using the 
"Mikie Method'*, as in "Let Mikie try it, he 
doesn't like anything.". If I can make them 
work- anyone can 


Medal of Osborne 

The East Lansing OSIG hereby confers the 
Medal of Osborne on Larry and Cheryl Tirone 
for their efforts (and successes) in the 
installation of ZCFR2 on the Osborn* 1 
computer. 
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SWEEP 

Ho this is not a commercial for cleaning 
keyboards SWEEP is a handy dandy utility 
with most of the common functions of PIP 
plus a few extras. And the nice thing is 
that it does everything by menu 1 For 
examole, SWEEP lets you scroll through a 
list of the files on a disk and select which 
ones you want to copy to another disk. Or 
if you're just browsing you can stop and 
look at the contents of a file, then go on 
to another one. This View feature of SWEEP 
also lets you read squeezed files and 
WordStar files A quick listing of the 
SWEEP functions includes Copy of files. 
Delete files, Print files. Rename files, 
View files, Check disk space, change disks 
or disk drives and Tag files for transfer. 
The tag feature is especially useful if you 
want to copy many files from one disk to 
another No need to type in names - just 
hit T > This may be one of the best little 
utilities not on the market. Yours for free 
in the OSIG library. 


There has been a slight shifting of meeting 
topics but we are well set for the next few 
months Keep this handy in case ENERGY 
doesn't make it in time next month* The May 
and June meeting dates have not been 
reserved yet. 


* * * COMING MEETINGS ***** 
? March Public Domain Accounting * 

Richard Barclay * 

Ottona Attache Demo * 

Steve Nikkei * 

H April Public Domain Henu Pregram* * 

Bernard Gaffney * 

Hay dBate II Application* * 

Jim Pease * 

June Patching WordStar * 

Tom 5tiIwel1-Dav« Webb * 

E. Lansing Public Library - 7:30 PH * 
***************************************** 
SIG is the Osborne Special Interest Group of M3G All 
i£IG meetings are open to the public You are welcome 
5 bring your computer, also Public domain software is 
variable for copying ai no charge to OSIG members 
cntact Jim Pease at 332-S7U for more information. 




CMTUB NEWS 

Our February meeting was quite a success, on two 
scores, which are probably related, First, we had a number 
of computers on hand to compare and contrast; and second, 
we had more visitors than paid members in attendance. Suess 
they case for the deionstrations, although several visitors 
said they had been attrcted by the nice story by Dan 

Poortan in the State Journal, about local computer user 

groups. Treasurer Sky Tribell happily reports that six of 
those visitors actually beca#e CMTUS members. 

That increase -in membership blunted, for the moment, 
the one topic of dub business discussion raised at the 
meeting: whether we could afford to continue our practice 
of exchanging newsletters with other user grows. This 
discussion was wisely referred to the executive board for 

resolution. Hben that board mot it was decided to continue 

the exchange program unless membership land thus dub 
income! declined considerably. While we are on this topic, 
please check your mailing label right now; if the 
expiration date on the label is past or is soon 
approaching, please send your renewal check ttI2> to Sky 
Tnbell, 3937 Trailwood, Okemos HI, 4884*. 

The executive board also enacted a change in CMTU6 
membership policy. Now CMTUG members can join our companion 
Consortium user group M3G for an additional *2,00. This 
membership carries with it all fl3S privileges except Energy 
Ksjadne, which you already receive as a CMTUS member, fill 
SIGs of N3G are available to these *2.00 members, but the 
SIS fees are in addition, as they are for regular f!3B 
members. That means if you have a Node! 4 with CP/11, you 
can gain access to M3G’s CF/K SIS collection of CP/M disks 
at greatly reduced membership rates. This reciprocal 
agreement is also being considered by CHAOS, the third 
member of the Michigan Computer Consortium, (The TI group, 
incidentally, has decided to drop out of the Consortium.) 
Reciprocity is just another of the many benefits we enjoy 
as a result of membership in the Michigan Computer 
Consortium, It costs CNTUS very little, and it saves our 
members a lot. 

Our next meeting, March 4th, following the pattern we 
have established, will feature software demonstration. 
Database management software is the topic for March, and 
Tandy's Profile 111* will be demonstrated alongside the 
oopular SIDS 111 package. He had thought Charley Butler 
would come in to demonstrate dBase U on the Model III, but 
Charley reports there were some bugs in the program he 
received from Ashton-Tate. It has been removed from the 
market and is not expected to be reintroduced. 


The April meeting promises to be even more exciting, 
as we will be on hardware again. Those at the February 
meeting were virtually unanimous in their interest in 
Apple’s new Macintosh computer, so we have scheduled a demo 
by Jack McGinnis of Inacomp Computer Center. To accommodate 
this scheduling, we have had to change the meeting date to 
April 8th, the second Sunday of the month. Please note this 
change. 

The Mac will not be the only product demonstrated at 
the April meeting. Ed Brown, the very cooperative manager 
of the Radio Shack Computer Department at the Nest Saginaw 
store, will also be on hand to show off the new disk 
drive/CRT interface for the Model 100 lap-size computer, 
Looks like Tandy is not resting on its laurels with this 
revolutionary portable. 

Finally, now is the time to start thinking about and 
planning for the Second Annual Computer Faire. It will be 
held on Saturday, May 12th, from 10 AM to 2 PM at the 
Foster Community Center on Foster Street in Lansing. He 
will probably share a room with the Color Computer Group in 
showing off what our machines can do, and explaining why 
CMTUG membership is important and valuable. He will need 
volunteers to bring hardware and software to demonstrate; 
we 11 need people to agree to staff the exhibits according 
to a schedule which will permit everyone time to see the 
other exhibits; and we really ought to have an attractive 
brochure on CMTUG for visitors to take away with them. This 
could generate many new members for us, and thus new 
lifeblood for the club. If you can help with any of these 
tasks, please contact Dennis Cullman 1351-2175 home; 373- 
7513 work). Otherwise we may be contacting you to ask your 
cooperation and support for an event that is destined to 
become the most important single force in local personal 
computing. 

B B S - 8 O 
CHARLOTTE'S COMPUTER 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Telephone 517-543-0228 
HOURS: 

WEEKDAYS: 

6:OOPM TO 9:00PM 

WEEKENDS: 

3:00PM TO 9:00PM 
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SYSOP: Ladd Riether 
Voice Telephone 517-543-1792 



Compu 


Opt: i on 


Greater Lansing Radio Shack and Sanyo Dealer 


Why patronize Computer Options, way out in Charlotte? Our 
reputation -for user support is second to none in the Lansing area. 
We're only 20 minutes -from downtown Lansing, and that's not -far to 
go for competitive prices, a full range of services, and our full 
committment to user support, before and after the sale. 

SANYO MBC 355 SPECIAL — COMPLETE SYSTEM! *1795 

Includes Sanyo MBC 555 Ibm compatible computer, 2 160k drives, 128k 
Ram, 80B8 processor, monitor, Mannesman Tally Spirit B0 printer, 
Wordstar, Easiwriter, Calcstar, Infostar, all cables, 10 disks, and 
printer paper. 

USED EQUIPMENT, IN STOCK! 


Model I 16k with monitor, *250 

Model I disk drives, fine for Color Computer, *150.00 
Televideo 510 terminal, *450 Televideo 925 terminal, *850 
Corvus 5 meg fixed/5 meg removable hard drive, *1295 

We buy and sell used equipment. We accept trade-ins or will sell 
your equipment on consignment. Our stock of used equipment changes 
constantly. Call for current information. Prices negotiable! 

SPECIAL — novation Smartest 1200/300 baud modems, autodial, 
autoanswer. *595.00 list — our price, *450.00 

MEDIA Eight inch single sided double density — 10 / *35.00 
Five inch single sided double density — 10 / *20.00 

FREE SOFTWARE !!!!!!!!! - Attention Model 4 and CPM users! We now 

have available a 240 disk public domain software library, available 
for nominal copying charges. CP/M Plus in stock -for Model 4/4p. 

FULL REPAIR SERVICE - Radio Shack - Sanyo - Osborne - Other 
Manufacturers. Repair in our shop or on site* Service contracts 
available. Martin Stanish ? our repair and design engineer* is 
easily the most qualifled technician in Lansing, having both 
extensive hands on experience and a batchelor's degree in electrical 
engineering in digital design. Through Martin we can also provide 
custom design o-f digital circuitry, 

DR IVE ALIGNMENT SPEC IAL 419,95 ,p “* Disk dr i ves shoul d recei ve 
routine maintenance every six months to a year, depending on usage. 
Our special includes routine lubrication^ re—alignment 9 speed 
adjustment, and digital diagnostic testing. Non—routine maintenance 
(i.e., head replacement, drive motor or stepper repair, controller 
board repair) charged at reasonable rates- 


March Coupon Special! 

Free 5 1/4 inch SSDD diskette with 
this coupon. 

(one per month per customer) 


charlotte 

STORE 

(517) 543 0030 


LANSING 

EXCHANGE 

(517) 484'8883 


HOME 

OFFICE 

(517) 484-5850 


* COMPUTER OPTIONS 

i 

1 Radio Shack 

l 

109 Lansing Street, Chartotte, Michigan 48813 






ELECTRONIC MAIL COMES OF AGE - Ffcrhap* you h*v# seen 
the advertisements on television fo t MCI Mail* MCI Mail is the 
new electronic mail service from MCI* the alternate long distance 
telephone company that has AT&T so worried* Apparently, having 
busted AT&T's monopoly on long distance phone service, they are 
now going to move in on the post office's territory and start 
transmitting mail electronically* 

The nice thing about the MCI Mail system is that it seems to 
have been designed with the personal computer user in mind* The 
system has been made easy to use, and so far seems to be quite 
cost effective* However, I don't think that MCI has promoted it 
in such a way that personal computer users realiie the advantages 
to signing up for such a service* I think that all personal 
computer users that have telecommunications capability should 
register with MCI Mail, even if you don't intend to use it right 
away* It doesn't cost anything to register, and registering makes 
you -known - to the MCI Mail system, so that anyone can send you 
an “instanf letter. The "instant- letter is a 
eomputer-to-computer letter, and costs only $1*00 for the first 
'electronic ounce" (7500 characters^ 


Registering for MCI Mail is simple* Within the U,S,A M you 
may call (6001 MCI-2235 (in Washington, D*C, call 833-0494) and 
talk to someone at MCI Mail* However, you have a computer, 
right? So, why not register electronically? To do so, set up your 
terminal program for 0 bits, no parity, 1 stop bit, and either 110, 
300, or 1200 baud depending on your equipment, Then call MCI 
Mail at (900) 323-7751. When you hear the computer answer the 
phone and send carrier tone, connect your MODEM and press 
CENTER? (or <RETURN?, if you're not using a TRS-801* Press it 
once if you're using 1200 baud, twice if using 110 or 300 baud* 
When asked for a user name, enter "REGISTER". When asked for a 
password, enter “REGISTER* again (the password will not be 
echoed back to your display!* Then simply answer the questions 
as they are displayed on your computer* 

You can register for either a personal or company account* 
The main difference is that if you register for a company account, 
you can obtain separate user I.D.s and accounts for each of your 
employees, yet have them *11 billed in one monthly statement* A 
personal account is for one user only, and is billed to that user 
personally* In either case, registration is FREE - you don't pay 
anything until you actually send a letter* 


You will be given the option of selecting a user name other 
than the one that would normally be used for you. For exarple, if 
your name is John Smith, your user name would be JSMITH (your 
first initial plus your last name)* You might be tempted to use 
something else* Don't* The reason is that if anyone wants to 
send you “instant" mail, they will usually try to send it using your 
first initial and last name* If you're registered some other way, 
there is no way for anyone to get your correct user name unless 
you have previously told them what it is, If you have a company 
and want a user name that Is distinctive to your company, set up a 
separate User I.D* with that user name (remember, additional 
accounts don't cost anything until you actually send mail from 
them)* But make sure that your personal account uses your first 
initial and last name, so that others can send you mail, 

What if there's already a John Smith on the system, I hear 
you ask? That's okay - user names are not unique* What will 
happen is that when someone tries to leave electronic mail for 
JSMITH, a list of all possible "J* Smiths" (names and addresses) 
will be displayed, and the sender will be asked to select which is 
the proper addressee* Each user also receives a seven digit MCI 
Mail ID that IS unique, and can be used instead of the user name 
to specify a particular individual without having to pick out the 
proper person from a list of those with the same first initial and 
last name* 


Once you hive registered, there will be about * two-week 
wait until you receive a welcome package from MCI Mail* This 
will contain information such as your user name, password, 
ajstomer n^nber, MCI Mail ID, and customer service numbers for 
IE,„‘ „ H 3150 conUlf,s * “Welcome Kit and Service Guide", a 
MCI Mail Service Guide", a "Basic User's Guide", a "Basic Quick 

vr/w"? infDrmatlon «* advanced services available 
through the MCI Mail system. It also contains information on the 
Dow Jones News/Retrieval service, which is also available 
charged accordwa to number of minutes used and time of day) 
through the MCI Mail service. 

One thing that you might expect is that MCI Mail would be 

tho^ht t h ; OU9h ^ KCI l0n9 diSt — -‘work. IF you 

ma^r!t h y ° U Wr ° n9 ' At thS time 0f thi5 ‘"’'ting, only 33 
major cit.es have access to MCI Mai! through a local, seven-digit 


telephone number, and it is not the same number used for MCI 
long distance phone service* However, outlying areas can use a 
toll-free telephone number to access MCI Mail - the number is 
(800) 323-7751, and it should work from anywhere within the 
continental United States. Once you are on MCI Mail, you can 
type HELP PHONES to find out if a local number is available to 
serve your area* 

Once you have registered with MCI Mail, there are four 
kinds of letters you can send! 

t) An "instant* letter* This is a "computer-to-computer" 
letter* You leave it on the system* and it is Immediately 
available to the addressee the next time he or she signs onto the 
MCI Kail system. Cost is $1*00 for the first "electronic ounce" 
(7500 characters)* 

2) A standard MCI letter. This is used to send mail to folks 
that aren't registered with MCI Mail* The letter is sent 
electronically to an MCI Mail postal center near the recipient, 
where it is laser-printed on high-quality white bond paper, placed 
in an orange MCI Mail envelope, and deposited with the U.S* Mail, 
which hopefully will get it to the addressee by the next day* Cost 
is $2.00 for the first "electronic ounce" (three laser-printed 
pages), $1*00 for each additional* 

3) MCI Mail Overnight Letter* This is hand delivered by 
noon of the following business day, in most areas of the country 
(except for areas that are really back in the boondocks - like 
Sault Ste, Marie, so don't bother trying to send me an overnight 
letter!)* Cost is 16*00 for first "electronic ounce" (three 
laser-printed pages!, $1*00 for each additional* 

4) MCI Mail Four-Hour Letter, Available to major cities 
only* this it hand delivered within four hours of being sent* Cost 
is *25.00 for first "electronic ounce" (three laser-printed pages), 
still only $1.00 for each additional "ounce - . 


personal computer users would prefer to use. Keep in mind that 
any ASCII text can h* sent in an MCI Mail letter. That indudes 
BASIC programs saved in ASCII format, word-processor ASCII 
text files, Editor-Assembler source code programs that have had 
the tab characters converted to spaces, or machine language 
programs that have been converted to ASCII format using the 
HEX/CMD program included with MGDEM80, or a similar program* 
Utility programs that convert various types of files to ASCII are 
available in the download sections of many of the Bulletin Board 
Systems around the country, When you have converted your file to 
ASCII format (if necessary), you can compute how much it will cost 
to transmit by figuring $1.00 per 7500 characters (go ahead* write 
yourself a short utility program to count characters in a file 1 )* 

You may say, well, why should I use MCI Mail when I already 
5*rr Corpus*™* or The Source? Simple* You may save money. 
With MCI Mail, your "letter" isn't actually "sent" until you tell 
the system to send it - and in the meantime, it doesn't cost you a 
dime. How many times have you tried to upload to CompuServe 
and had to wait for the computer, struggle with the FILGE editor, 
re-transmit a file that was garbled in transmission, and generally 
frog around with the system, while time (and money! was ticking 
away? That won't happen with MCI Mail, because you're only 
charged for what you actually send* If someone in your house 
picks up an extension phone while you're in the process of 
uploading a file, simply abandon the upload, discard the "draft* 
copy of your "letter", and start over* 

I mentioned the FILGE editor of CompuServe* If you hate it, 
love the CREATE command of MCI Mail* Simply type 
CREATE, speafy whom the letter is to go to, and begin typing 
your letter (or uploading it, if you've already prepared it offline)* 
After you've typed (or uploaded) the last line, type a slash (“/"! 
on a line by itself* You can then edit the draft, send it, or 
abandon it* User-friendly menus guide you through every step. If 
you enter the CREATE function and discover that the addressee 
isn t "known" to the system, you have the option of sending a H 
laser-printed letter by entering the appropriate address 
information, or aborting the letter by entering a slash P .*) at the 
"TOr, "CCr, or "SUBJECT!" prompts. So, if you're not sure 
whether someone is registered with MCI Mail* you can still 
attempt to send them an "instant" letter, and just abort the 
attempt if you find that they aren't an MCI Mail use» und vou 
don t want to send them a laser-printed letter 1 * 

The only caution that must be observed when usinq CREATE 
15 to properly terminate each line with a carnage return lthe 
ENTER key on the TRS-SO). MCI Mail will let you continue to type 
forever without inserting the CC'R.\ but it you don't insert the 
carriage returns, one "forced" CC/R> will be sent automatically 



after each 256 characters when retransmitting your letter - even 
if the break occurs in the middle of a word! If you are sending a 
laser-printed letter to someone, your lines should be as dose to 
80 characters in length as possible (but must NOT be longer than 
80 characters) for best appearance of the final copy* TRS-8Q 
Model I and III users that must contend with a 64 column display 
may find it more convenient to use a word-processing program to 
create the body of their document* then save it in “final copy" 
format (using 80 characters per line maximum) to an ASCII text 
file, and then upload the text file to MCI Mail* 

Uploading text from a disk file to MCI Mail is made easy by 
the fact that the CREATE function supports XON/XOFF protocol* 
This means that if you are using a terminal program such as 
MODEM80 to upload a text file, the terminal program will 
automatically stop and wait whenever the MCI Mail text buffer is 
full* This in effect means that you can transmit text at full 
speed, with no lost characters* Note, however, that XON/XOFF 
protocol is NOT an error detection or correction protocol * it is 
simply a way of automatically getting the sending computer to 
stop and wait when MCI Mail's text buffer is full* It would be 
nice if MCI Mail had some way of supporting the CF/M XMODEM 
protocol for error detection and correction (as well as allowing 
files with control characters to be sent), but MCI Mail is 
primarily a mail service, and was not really designed for the 
transfer of computer programs* 

Another side effect of MCI Mail being designed for letters 
rather than sending programs i% that when your recipient gets a 
program or text file you send, he will probably have to load it into 
a word-pracessing program and remove extraneous system 
prompts, carriage returns, and other text that is not part of the 
program* This can be minimized, however, if he will (1) Use the 
ACCOUNT command of MCI Mail to temporarily set the terminal 
line length to the longest possible setting (132), to help reduce 
the number of program lines that will be broken up by extra 
carriage returns, and (2) Use the PRINT command, rather than the 
READ command, to PRINT the program without stopping every few 
lines to give the operator a chance to read it (and leaving user 
prompts in the middle of the program listing)* The program can 
then be downloaded to a disk file, and any text placed before or 
after the actual program can be eliminated by using a 
word-processing program (or other utility program that lets you 
selectively kill lines in a downloaded file - this may also be 
available on your local Bulletin Board System)* 

MCI Mail has some nice features that make life easy for the 
user* All “mail" is associated with a "desk"* Incoming mail can be 
either in your "inbox" (mail you haven't read yet) or on your 
■desk" (for mail you've already read, but may wish to read again - 
as, for example, if you tried to download the "mail" and were for 
some reason unsuccessful on the first try)* Outgoing mail can be 
either in the form of a "draft" (the letter you're currently 
creating, or a letter you've created but haven't sent yet - you can 
only have one “draft" in the works at a time), or can be in your 
"outbox* (this is mail you've already sent, but may wish to 
review)* Mail in your "inbox" is never automatically cleared - it 
stays there until you read it* Mail in any other location is 
automatically cleared after being there for 24 hours (presumably, 
that's when the electronic "janitor" comes in and cleans your 
desk)* 

A “draft" copy you're working on is not lost if you are 
accidentally disconnected from the system* Simply sign back on 
within 24 hours, and you can use the editor to finish creating your 
letter* No more sinking feeling after you've just typed in five 
pages of text# and the dog knocks the extension phone off the 
hook and breaks the connection? 

Other nice features include the ability to send "carbon 
copies" of a letter to as many recipients as you wish* And, if you 
use MCI Mail to send hardcopy letters i you can for a small fee 
register your personal or company letterhead and/or your 
signature with MCI Mail# and these can then be laser-printed on 
the letters you send# in effect meaning that you can electronically 
send letters with your signature and company letterhead* You can 
even register multiple letterlteads or signatures if you are an 
"advanced" user* Once you've registered them, there's never an 
extra charge to actually use them in a tetter you're sending. 

It is possible to get confirmation that a letter you've sent 
has been delivered (or actually read, in the case of an "instant* 
Letter), by using the RECEIPT option. The confirmation message 
appears in your "inbox". There is no extra charge for this service! 

What is so great about this service is that there are no 
minimum charges, no monthly fees* no storage fees, no 


connect-time charges, and no charge to read mail sent to you. The 
only thing you pay for is mail that you actually send to others 
(and for Dow Jones News/Retrieval, should you choose to access 
that service)* 

If you are willing to pay $10 per month, you can become an 
"advanced" MCI Mail user* There are several potential 
advantages to becoming an advanced user, including: 

1) You can use "Command:* prompts instead of menus* As an 
advanced user, you get the control and flexibility to enter 
commands and options when you want them, the way you want 
them* 

2) You can address a number of people at once with a mailing 
list. Create a mailing list with everyone's name on it — and send 
your message TQt the listname* A single entry — but everyone on 
the List gets the message* A list can have any number of 
electronic and postal addresses alike* 

3) You can avoid the multiple listing for similar names; 
create a personal "address book"* If you always have to select 
your Joe Smith from the display of other Joe Smiths on the 
system — create a mailing list just for Joe's name, and use it 
every time you need to address him, 

4) It's possible for an advanced user to forward a message 
to someone else. When you want to pass along some information 
you've received, you can forward a copy of the message, including 
a "cover letter" from you with your own comments about what 
you're forwarding, 

3) You can choose a different "style" of correspondence* In 
addition to the business-letter style on MCI Mail, you can opt to 
send a mare casual MEMO, where the paper copy looks just like 
the electronic copy, with the complete envelope including all TO 
and CC recipient names* 

6) It's possible to use another letterhead and/or another 
signature* An advanced user can register additional signature and 
letterhead graphics* Add the personal yet professional touch to 
your MEMDs and LETTERS using a logo and signature that reflect 
a formal or informal style* 

7) You get a bigger Mailbox, with longer message retention* 
Advanced service allows up to 250 kilobytes of storage* as well as 
5 days' storage for your messages and DRAFTS, If you need more 
storage, MCI Mail will increase your Mailbox by another 250 
kilobytes at * 10/mon t hi there's no limit to the siie Mailbox you 
may have* 

Cl cannot tell a lie, I downloaded the info on MCI Mail's 
advanced user features, and worked the text into this article 
using my word processor* Computers tend to make one a bit lazy*l 

Additional services are also available for business users, 
such as a volume mail service that can be used to reach many 
people fast, and "reverse charge mailboxes", A reverse charge 
mailbox is the MCI Mail equivalent of "business reply" envelope 
(or a toll-free telephone number), in that whenever an "instant" 
letter is sent to the User I*D. associated with the reverse charge 
mailbox* the recipient pays the "postage* for the letter instead of 
the sender. Some companies now pay close to *2*00 per incoming 
call to "toll-free" telephone answering services (these answering 
services will take orders for your company on their (800) service 
INW ATS telephone lines* but will usually take only a limited 
amount of information per call and will charge extra if additional 
information must be obtained from the caller), but if customers 
could be encouraged to order electronically through the MCI Mail 
system, the same type of "toll-free' 1 service could be provided for 
only *1.00 per "instant" letter (of 7500 characters or less) 
received. Of course, most companies would want to use their 
reverse charge mailbox for orders only (or perhaps for 
communication with "preferred" clients or customers, or with their 
distributors), and have another User I*D. (that is NOT a reverse 
charge mailbox) for receipt of "regular" mail. 

Starting in early 1984, MCI Mail goes international. MCI 
Mali users will be able to send and receive MCI Mail messages to 
and from all Telex addresses worldwide. Every MCI Mail 
subscriber will have a Telex number* Telex messages sent to this 
number will be placed in your MCI Mailbox along with your 
"instant" letters. When you send MCI Mail messages, you will be 
able to include Telex addresses just as you may now enter postal 
addresses* These messages will be delivered by MCI 
International (MCll) through the Telex networks* 

Once MCI Mail Telex Service becomes available, your Telex 
number would be 650 Followed by your MCI Mail ID number* For 
example, my MCI Mail ID number is 102-7413* so my Telex number 
will be 6501027413, There is no charge to receive Telex 
messages, just as there is no charge to receive an "instant" 



let ter i If you choose to send i Telex maswgei it will be sent at 
"competitive Telex rates/ 

Any complaints about MCI Mail? Only a few minor problems* 
For one thing, it's sometimes just a bit difficult to find the 
information you need in the p fiasfc User's Guide*** For example, if 
you wanted to know how to change your terminal line length 
setting, you might not know that you have to look under "Changing 
Your MCI Mail Account Information"* An index in the back of the 
book would be nice* 

Also i when you send a letter via regular mail and find it 
necessary to also send money, you can enclose a check or money 
order, and you can't do that with MCI Mail* You can, of oourse, 
use a credit card when you order from a business (if you even have 
a credit card, and I for one don't believe that everyone should be 
required to have a credit card to do business!!* It would be nice if 
you could somehow register a check form (with your own personal 
bank account number encoded on it! that axjld be electronically 
User-printed and sent (by U*S* mail) when you need to send 
money, A function of the "instant" letter could confirm that a 
check had been printed and was in the mail, so that "instant" 
letter recipients would know that they would receive the check no 
later than the next day in most cases. When used with other 
types of MCI Mail, the check could be enclosed with the MCI Hail 
letter! 

But for the present, I see MCI Mail as a service that has 
great potential for personal computer users* He have registered 
and are on the system, so if you want to submit a program or text 
file to Korthern Bytes, send it directly to me (user name* 
JDECKER, MCI Mail ID; 102-7413)* You can also use MCI Kail to 
place a Visa or Mastercard order with The Alternate Source (user 
name! IAS, MCI Mail ID! 105-7407), or to send a letter 
specifically to Charley Butler at TA5 (user name! CBUTLER, MCI 
Mail JO* H 3-3644)* If you find any new or unique uses for this 
system, let us know and weTl let others know* 


Computer Mart was a good name for the past, 
INACOMP is a great name for the future! 


jSI_ 

INACOMP 

1331 E. Grand River 
E. Lansing, Ml 48823 
(617) 381-1777 


A name to 
remember 


Auto Log On to 
Dow Jones on 
the Model 100 

Donald Parson 
4 Driftwood Landing 
Delray Beach, FL 33441 

1 have rewritten the Auto Log-on program which appears 
on page 199 of the Model 100 Owner's Manual to enable the 
user to input the requests directly. 

You will recall that in the original version the requests had 
to be written into the program before it was run This revision 
will allow up to five requests to be entered from the keyboard, 
but that number could be increased, 

5 HAXFILES-3 

13 INPUT "QUOTE : ";A$ 

20 INPUT "LAST ITEM ";M$ 

30 IF MS-"*** THEN 150 
40 INPUT "QUOTE: " 

50 INPUT "LAST ITEM ";N5 
60 IF N$«"Y" THEN 150 
70 INPUT "QUOTE: ";C$ 

80 INPUT "LAST ITEM ";Q$ 

90 IF 0$-"Y" THEN 150 
100 INPUT "QUOTE: ";D$ 

110 INPUT "LAST ITEM ";P$ 

120 IF p$-"TT THEN 150 

130 INPUT "QUOTE (final item) " ; E$ 

150 Q$»*V r 
155 $T$«CKR$(19) 

160 PH$*”(telephone!)<?:A*DOW];;?WDJNS'M? 

@ (password 
170 H=VARPIR(FH$) 

160 AD-PEEK{M+1)+(pEEK(M+2)*256) 

190 CALL 21200 
200 CALL 2129M.AD 
210 CLS 

220 0PEN E, MDM:7llD" FOR INPUT AS l 
230 0PEN"MDM:71ID" FOR OUTPUT AS 2 
240 OPEN"QUOTE,DG" FOR APPEND AS 3 
250 ZS-INPUTSU ,1 ) 

260 IF Z$OST$ THEN 250 
270 PRINT#3 B DATES;" °;TIME$ 

280 PRINT "STARTING QUOTES REQUEST" 

320 PRINT#2 t Q$;A$ 

330 GOSUB 4000 

340 IF MS«"Y" THEN 500 

350 PRINT#2 ( Q$;B$ 

360 GOSUB 4000 

370 IF NS-"r' THEN 500 

380 FRINT#2 P QS;C$ 

390 GOSUB 4000 

400 IF 0$*"Y" THEN 500 

410 PRINT#2 *Q$;D$ 

420 COSUB 4000 

500 PRINT "SIGNING OFF" 

510 ST$-CHR$(7) 

520 PRINTf2,"DISC" 

530 COSUB 4000 
540 CLOSE 
550 CALL 21179 
560 END 

4000 2$«INPUT$(1 ,1) 

4010 IF Z$*ST$ THEN RETURN 
4020 PRINT#3, Z $; 

4030 GOTO 4000 JQ 
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Midwestern Technical Products 
301 MAC Ave. E. Lansing 332-7858 

INTRODUCING WJRKSI.ATE! 


WorkSlate means business 

Worksite is the first information tool denned ex 
pressly to meet the most pressing needs of today s 
business people Ten years ago pocket calculators for¬ 
ever changed the way you work WorkSlate will lead 
the next revolution. 

Vtegbmgjust over 3 lbs., and the size of a sheet of 
paper. Wbi hSiate gives you the ability to create elec 
tromc budgets, forecasts, financial models, cost esti 
mates and expense reports. Underlying this analytical 
capability as an extremely sophisticated microcomputer 
as powerful as many desktop computers 

Electronic What If features let you re 
calculate an entire financial projection by 
merely changing a single number or as 
sumption. You can work with figures, 
formulas, lists and words all at the same 
time without ever picking up a calculator 
or even a pencil. 

What's more. WorkSlate is an electronic 
notebook, perfect for keeping track of 
phone lists, appointments and things to do *TJ 

WbrkS I at a speaks your language, 

You already know how to use Wni kSlati-. B 
because WorkSlate was desiynnJ in upwcrte 
the way you Hunk, There s no computer 
language to learn, no compileated ^juence 
of commands to memorise. Irs fan. you 
don't even need to Arad a manual. Work 
State tomes with miuotd&seite in dr union v /y 

taf>es which you tan play on the unit s built w /' 

in tape player/rue order 

We even offer ttie convenience of a toll free 
number staffed by experts to answer your 
questions. 

Carry your office in your briefcase. 

Aside from its considerable ifuluhhes in 
analysing numbers and keepinj hack of 
lists and records. WorkSlate includes the 
features of today s most useful business 
tools 

Its built in microcassette recorder, using the same 
interchangeable mk cocassettes found in pocket- 
sj led dictation devices, provides audio recording and 
playback. The same cassettes also record and store 
electronic {\ e. digital) data. You can save a tax work¬ 
sheet. for example, along with your verba! comments 
and play them back simultaneously. 

WorkSlate offers you a date-book calendar with alarm 
memory to remind you of important appointments. 
WorkSlate can also automatically dial from your phone 
list, answer the phone with a recorded messaye, and 
act as a personal speaker phone. And its built-in 
modem lets you hook up with othei iomputei s and 
the ever-expanding world of electronic information 


services to access stock quotes, airline reservations 
or company data bases. 

Personal solution* for personal business needs. 

With WorkSlate you can build your own worksheets 
or choose from a selection of microcassette TaSr 
that makes the job easier still These problem spec 
application tapes contain pre-built worksheets to sa ^ 
you time and tet you focus on the business at rx 
can even modify the worksheets to suit your 

There is Task ware available to help you dc taxes tz 
plan and manage travel schedules, to analyze 
feasibility, to analyze portfolio investments, to z*e r ro 



IN THE OFFICE, ., WORKSLATE AND MICROPRINTER 

manage your family s estate, to prepare ard 
finance statements the list is growing every ozj 

Don't leave work without It. 

The WorkSlate is so remarkably portable that r . addi¬ 
tion to using it at the office, you'll finch r pe^ec "cr 
using on planes, in hotels, in a meeting and r. tore In 
addition. WorkSlate s MicroPrimer lets ycx- pr.ni your 
worksheets whenever and wherever you them 
Prints on plain paper. 40 or 00 columns 
A very special product for very special people. 
Convergent Technologies is one of America's fastest 
growing high technology microcomputer companies. 


The spec* tell the whole story 
WwkStet* 

Compact Size: rH*11 x 8V/D. just 
over 3 lbs. including batteries 
Display Easy-to read liquid crystal display. 

46 characters per line, by 16 lines 

60 keys, including typewriter 
and calculator pad 

Memory. WbrkSiate— twelve QW x 11" 
pages; Microcassette—120 pages 160 per 
side) 

W/cnxasse(te piayer/Recortier Records 
digital and voice through built-in micro¬ 
phone; includes digital counter 
Power Source: 4 M Batteries. A/C 
ada ptor or NiC ad rec hargeable batte ry 
Communications: Built-in modem with 
auto-answer, auto dial capability 
Micro Printer 

Compact Size: Wti x 6 ! //"W * 8Vfe"D 
Charters Per Line: 40 or 80 
.fbwer Source: WorkSlate batteries or A/C 
adaptor 

3SEM73NF WorkSlate 
Complete with: 

* iC adaptor 

* Mcxkjiar phone jack 
cable 

- Soft case 

* Teacnme 
instruction tapes 

389-486ND MicroPrintef $24900 (8,95) 

Czmpiete with: 

* One roll of paper * Soft case 

■ One set of pens * Owner’s manual 

Taskware Tapes: 

389-494 NA Personal Tax. . 

389-S02NA Travel Rak. 

389-51ONA Sales Reporter. 

309 528NA loan Analyzer. 

369 536NA Portfdio Analysis , 

389 544NA Estate Planning. 

389-551NA Financial Statements.. 

369-569NA Cash Management.. 

389 S7 7N A Marketing Management . 

389-585NA Business Tax.—;. 

WorkSlate. MKrroPnnttf and Tattware aw C 

TechrtOiogtH. Inc; t0 fCC ™gulatK)r and apprwal 


kitf’* 

Blank 

microcassette 
Owner's manual 
and reference guide 

Toll-free assistance 
number 



WorkSlate—expressly for you from Convergent Technologies 
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Case LarsfcP 
115 3 ixi*y Orive 
m pitas, CA 95035 


The first program creates an index of magazine articles 
by Category, Title, Author, Code, Year, Page Number and 
Month of the article. 

5 CLEAR 500 

1# OPEN "0",I,"FILENAME/EXT" 

20 INPUT "CATEGORY";C$ 

30 INPUT "T ITL£";T$ 

40 INPUT **AUTHOR";A? 

50 INPUT "C0DE";CD$ 

55 INPUT "YEAR" \ YR 

57 INPUT "PAGE NUMBER";P 

58 INPUT "MONTH 11 ;HD$ 

60 INPUT "IS THIS RIGHT"; ZZ$ 

70 IF ZZ$ - "Y" THEN 90 

80 IF 11% * "N" THEN 20 

85 IF ZZ5 O "Y" OR ZZ$ <> "N” THEN 60 

90 PRINT f I ( C$ ; V; T$ ; V; A$; V; CD$ ; V; YR; 

V*; P; *%"; MO$ 

100 INPUT "AGAIN Y/N";ZZ$ 

110 IF ZE$ - "Y" THEN 20 
120 IF ZZ$ - "N" THEN CLOSE 
: END 

130 IF ZZS <> ,# Y" OR ZZ$ <> "K" THEN 100 

If you wish to add more records to the file, change the file 
mode in Line f 0 to extend (E) instead of sequential output (O) 

10 OPEN "E'\l, "FILENAME/EXT" 

The following program accesses the index by Category, 
Title, Author. Code, Year, Page Number, or Month of the 
article, 

5 CLEAR 5000 
10 CLOSE 

; OPEN "I" 1 1,"FILENAME/EXT" 

20 INPUT "WHICH ONE C(ATEGORY}, T{ ITLE), A(UTHOft)> 

COCDC) t Y{EA)R, P{AGE NUMBER), H(ONTK), 

E(ND)";Q$ 

40 IF Q$ - "C" THEN GOTO 100 

50 IF Q$ - "T" THEN GOTO 200 

60 IF Q$ - "A" THEN GOTO 300 

70 IF q% - "CO" THEN GOTO 400 

80 IF Q$ * "YR" THEN GOTO 500 

90 IF Q$ - "P" THEN GOTO 600 

95 IF QS ^ "M" THEN GOTO 700 

9? IF Q$ • "E" THEN END 

98 GOTO 20 

100 INPUT "CATEGORY";tf$ 

105 IF EOF(1) THEN PRINT "END OF INDEX FILE" 

; GOTO 1# 


110 INPUT 01 t C$,T$ t A5tCS)$.YR ( P p MO$ 
120 IF W$ = C$ THEM PRINT "CATEGORY: 
: PRINT "TITLE: ";T$ 

: PRINT "AUTHOR: ";A$ 
i PRINT "CODS: ";0>S 
: PRINT "YEAR: ,C ;YR 
: PRINT "PAGE NUHBER: ";P 
: PRINT "MONTH: 


130 GOTO 105 

200 INPUT "TITLE";X$ 

205 IF EOF(l) THEN PRINT "END Of INDEX FILE" 
: GOTO 10 


210 INPUT 01 t C5 ,T$ , A$ t CD$,YR,F,MOS 

220 IF 1% - T$ THEN PRINT "CATEGORY: ";C$ 

: PRINT "TITLE: ";T$ 

; PRINT "AUTHOR: ";A$ 

: PRINT "CODE: ";CD$ 

; PRINT "YEAR: ";YR 
; PRINT "PACE NUMBER: ";P 
: PRINT "MONTH: ";MO$ 

230 GOTO 205 

300 INPUT "AUTHOR";YS 

305 Lf EOF(1) THEN PRINT "END OF INDEX FILE" 

: GOTO 10 

310 INPUT #1, C$ * T $ ( A$ ,CD$ * YR,P ,MOS 
320 IF Y$ * A$ THEN GOSU& 1000 
330 GOTO 305 
400 INPUT "CODE";Z$ 

405 IF EOFU) THEN PRINT "END OF INDEX FILE" 

; GOTO 10 

410 INPUT #1, C$ * T$, A$ T CD$,YR,P >MO$ 

420 IF Z% - CDS THEN GOSUB 1000 

430 GOTO 405 

500 INPUT "YEAR";U 

505 IF EOF(1 ) THEN PRINT "END OF INDEX FILE" 

: GOTO 10 

510 INPUT #1,C$,T$,A$,CD$ »YR, P t MOS 
520 IF U * YR THEN GOSUB 1000 
530 GOTO 505 

680 INPUT "PACE NUMBER" \ V 

60S IF EOF(l) THEN PRINT "END OF INDEX FILE" 
: GOTO 10 

610 INPUT *1*C$ i T$ t A?,CDS,YR i P,M0$ 

620 IF V - P THEN GOSUB 1000 

630 GOTO 605 

700 INPUT "MONTH";LS 

705 IF EOF(l) THEN PRINT "END OF INDEX FILE" 
; GOTO 10 

71# INPUT #l,C$ J I$,A$.CD$ i YR t P l MO$ 

720 IF L$ - MO$ THEN GOSUB 1000 
730 GOTO 705 

1000 PRINT "CATEGORY: ";C$ 


PRINT 

"TITLE: 

: ";T$ 


PRINT 

"AUTHOR: ";A$ 


PRINT 

"CODE: 

"; CDS 


PRINT 

"YEAR: 

"; YR 


PRINT 

"PAGE NUMBER: 1 

■;P 

PRINT 

"MONTH: ";MO$ 



1010 RETURN 


ja 


Short Directory 
Program 

Or. Thomas R, W. Longstaff 
39 Pleasant Street 
Weterville, ME 04901 

I've been a TRS-80 user since 1979 when I first took a 
Model I to the Upper Galilee {Israel) for use in building a data 
base for on-site processing of information at an archaeologi¬ 
cal site, t have recently 11 up-graded" to a Model 111 system 
with which f am very happy. 

Although I have purchased some good software pack¬ 
ages, I have not yet replaced the "Master Directory" program 
which I purchased for my Model I. A few days ago I wanted a 
list of the programs and files which 1 had saved to disk and it 


occurred to me that I could produce such a list quickly and 
easily with a simple program. It may surprise some new users 
to see just how easy the task wast The "one liner" below 
allows the user to insert disks sequentially into Drive 1 of a two 
drive system and produce hard copy directories for each 
diskette in turn. The program could easily be adapted for a 
single drive system. 

10 for x * 1 TO 50 
: LPRINT 

: LPRINT "DIRECTORY FOR DISKETTE NO, "; X 
: CKD "Z", "ON" 

; CMD "0:1" 

: CMD "Z", "OFF" 

; INPUT "CHANGE DISKETTE IN DRIVE 1; PRESS ENTER 
TO CONTINUE; BREAK TO END"; C 
: HtCT 
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RING KING PC FUP FILES 



RING KING PC CARRIER CASE 



RING KING PC BINDER FILES 

20% off 
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Kruse Company 

microcomputer division 

826 WEST SAGINAW STREET 482-0643 S 




DENNIS 

PRE5T0M 


COMMERCIAL ARTI5T 
. &CARTOOMI5T 


I've been doing logos, 
band promo, record 
covers and concert 
posters for rock bands 
since 1968, Pictured 
here are a few samples of 
the type work I do. If 
you're interested in what 
I have to offer, for a FREE 
brochure whte DEftfttS 
FRESTOri * 619 ti. hay- 
ford * Lansing, Ml 4S912 
or call the 24 hour art Itne 
517-434-7621. 
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THE SCREEN SCENE 

We’ve discussed disk drives, printers, old computers, 
and new computers so far. Therefore, it T s about time we 
deal with the ’peripheral* very few of us can do without; 
the CRT monitor, If you’ve got a lap-size portable these 
remarks won’t directly concern you, but 982 of 
microcomputers use TV-like displays, Let’s use 'CRT’ as a 
generic teri for this item. The initials stand for £*tWe 
flay Tube, 

There are two types of CRT in use with micros: video 
monitors and television receivers, TV sets are used with 
micros for the sate reasons that cassette recorders are; 
they are cheap, readily available, and they are adequate. 
But, again like cassette recorders, they are not the ideal 
solution to the problem at hand. The lost desirable CRT is 
a monitor designed expressly for display of computer 
output. TV sets are designed to receive and display radio 
freguency (RF) signals, and although their coiputer output 
display is passable, it is far from the best, Soie of the 

newest TVs are coiing out with jacks for coiputer, VCR or 

video gate connections. These jacks bypass the RF stage in 
the TV, and the results are inch itproved resolution, both 
for graphics and for text display. 

There is a new product, in kit form, that makes it 
possible to modify TV sets so the RF stage can be bypassed. 
It is called the Vaip BH-1 totputerHV Interlace Kit , It 
was the subject of a hardware review in Byir magazine for 
January 19B4 (pp, 33M41. The kit itself see*s easy enough 
to build, but as the reviewer says, "if you are not 
qualified to service your TV set, you will need help“ 

installing the assembled device in your TV, Boh Bison, of 

Rogers Electronic Repair estimated this installation would 
tost about 130, When added to the $64,95 kit price this 
would sees to make sense only if the DVft-1 were installed 
in a color TV; you can buy a new monochrome tom tor for $85 
and up* 


If you go ahead and buy a monochrome monitor, you are 
probably already aware that there are three choices before 
you; black k white, black k green, and black & amber. The 
reasons for this choice of colors is ergomkf, which 
translates from the Greek roots as southing like, 
'measurement of the body 1 . That is, ’let’s fit this machine 
to the human, instead of forcing the human to make a big 
accommodation to the machine’, In making the measurements 
it was found that black fc white images are more fatiguing 
to the eyes than aaber or green on black. Amber screens are 
very popular in Europe, while green is big here; there 
doesn’t seem to be much practical ergonomic difference 
between t*e green and amber screens. Those of you who 
already ha*e tlacfc k white monitors can get green plexigtas 
panes to place over your CRT screens to simulate a ’real' 
greenscreer, ! paid $10 for mine. 

Another e'gonc-mic factor with CRT screens is whether 
or not they reflect room light into the operator’s eyes. 
This can really limit the time you can spend at the 
keyboard before fatigue and irritation starts causing 
careless mistakes. The latest models of CRT units have 
either a matte finish or a fine nylon film on the CRT 
su^ace, or they are mounted on swivel bases which permit 
angling the screen to avoid most reflections. Some have 
both. Again, these features can be added if your CRT 
doesn't have them. Swivel bases are advertised in many 
magazines, and Radio Shack, for one, offers a nylon mesh 
frame tc date over an otherwise reflective CRT screen 


that’s it ; or this set of inside fact* We’ve discussed 
a lot hardware topics since our first column in August 
1953. I *e;:o*e your suggestions for future topics. Send 
the* tc me flagame, Bos 1302, East Lansing hi 

48823, 
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• Computer Repair Hotline 339-3000 

• UJe offer Custom-tailored Service 
Agreements with a variety of options. 

• Lansing area 3-M Computer office 
supplies dealer. 

• Expanded Computer Service Department. 

• Buy-Sell-Trade Computer Bulletin Board 
in our Store Front for public use. 


« 90-day Parts and Labor Warranty. 

• Highly skilled Technicians who throughly 
understand the internal design, 
components and functions of the entire 
hard ward system. 

° Troubleshooting to the component level, 
saving the expense of board 
re plo cements. 
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ROGERS atCTRONICS 

Shoptown Plaza, Haslett, Michigan 3390555 
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The Dysan Dealer 


Full Lint cJl#' and I j. 2 S ir Diskettes 
Yiju cjmchtiusetichtr or ^rn’, single ur 
!.h !li! :■ II 1 den.:-, icy, cemlied on one or two titles, 

.'ulL<ir JLdid.^iLti.wts.l AH iire|irt*rLviuiT IIKMsy- 
IIlVi.i fed Wllh u i tpi £:■■_■ L ; 1 1inuiEi f;k:|>Mjrl';iL'v 

i real Fig proctiii for muKlitiunulHkLm IlCeiUul 
minimal head wear And ,i;l are lOd'A surfaci: 
Ciated, luxh tjff arid tvfjmv. ■ thttrxk-- iode3i\Ter 
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tllskeue LikufpLrfar^a.foLperiijf ji.i kei .U-.i^n 
which rjpimlzes JlakiLTuercUMdilfig, reckict-s i-ejMl 
friction and emends media I iFcEhroiijj.hnn.rfe 
jivurMti lii.M- pxv.ii ii min^i 
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Precision Magnetic Media 
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